| And Telus being baptieed, and praying. Luke 3.19. (4. 
tnd ihe eunuch faidsSee,here water; what doth binder mt be baptincd? 


AGAINST 


1. Bo way of Anfwer to Mr, BAX TE R's Arguments, and 


Plain 


a Church a Newcattle,-oncerning Infants which 
that cheir-precerided Coniequences are from Con-eflions not 
to be granted, and from Scr as mi‘aken,and abloluce- 
ly wretted, is Clearly difcovered, Wirth 

II. Several Quefti ions and ‘Aniwers, pofitively holding out the 
minde of Chrift in Baptizing of Be.ievers on¢ly sand that 
the MAGISTRATES be induced mote and more 
to encourage the preaching thereof in publike, 

III, ADECLARATION wiitten to the Eleétion of grace, 
_ who for want of informacion are of contrary judgment, | 


Written by Wiliam Kae, Miniter Of the Gofpel.at Stokefley. 
— 


| And Philip fad, If thom believcft with all thine beart, thee And 


<cd bim. AG&s 36,37. 
Read, and then judge ; withbeld mot the trach in Rom,t. 


Landaa, Printed d by Fa. Courrel, for Rich. Meum; at the feven flats in 
Charch-yard , weet the great North-deor. 


xercitations of Mr, S7 DE N H A Af. Teacherto 


they went beh down imte tbe water, bat and the and be 


— 


7 x 
4 
, 
a 
as 
A 
| 
y ‘ > fer. 
4 
‘Gia 
* ; 
= 
¢ 
4 
« 
> , 
4 
+ 


were 


. 
~ 
= 
e 
we 
4 
e 
ee 
- ~ 
> 


- 
| 
’ 
é 
Le 


To all the brethren of the Ministery 


within the Election of Grace, which unfeignedly 
defire to preach Chrift , and baptize ia his 
Name, in Truth and Sincerity 


Trach and Peace be multiplied. 


maoes T’s very well known, that chongh the 
flumbline-block which fome have caft 1m 
35 the way of Gods people ( occafioned 
through the falling away of fome {tars 
9 from the heaven, or fellowfhip of the 
9 Churches, is now fo glorionfly removed, 
that divers Saints are rerurn’d co their 
firit love ;-and thofe that like Caleb and 
Jofhua (the faithful Churches, which ne- 
ver backflided) have kept their garments.of Gofpel-profeflion 
adorned wirh fuch meeknefs, cruth, and moderation ; fo that 
they cannot fhur our Chrilt , as chough no Prophet could come 
out of Nazareth. And now though they may look home, .and 
fee fome of their own plants fo baptized into one body, tCofs 
12.14. and kept in fuch union with Chrift che Head, and big 
Body his Chuechess as not to walk a ftep,withouc a flep of cheit 
at their io’ will not 
though they fhould be granted chem, -being dike the Old (Cove 
nant on which they are grounded, waxen old, as ready to hes 
. A 4 
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Spriakling 


preached, 
makes Pu- 
rilbes to be 


divided, 


nifhaway: Yerfor all chic, you know, that all (the Ele Vion of 
grace excepted muti neds veii.e the Proverb , Can the leo- 

rd change his fpots? 23- And therefore they are fo 
Plinde. and cannot fee ; deaf, and cannor hear ; and are fo fer 
on the lees of obliinate Reiciutior, that they Hare to be Refor- 
med, untii their flefhly confidence which they had in the Ser- 
vice-bonk(the Tr.afure of fome mens knowleJge,and which 
they ftick) be crucifed with an Order to the conuary :. There- 
fore it. is t0.no more purpofe to tpeak to fuch, then to few a 
piece of New cloth upon an Ol garment, 

Ir’'s to.) on therefore, ye fucceffors of the noble Bereans,that 
wiil feafch the Scriptures, and try che fpirit whether it be of 
Godor no, ' #eh.4.«. yethat prefer Confcience before Cu- 
ftom, and preach unco the people, Come our of Babylon ; it's 
you ‘hat God hath. fiirred me up to periwade ; and Oh. thar 
you may be perfwaded to lay to heart, and ro confider, That in. 
the bufinefs of Infant-fprink ing, you do not onely contradiX 
your own pretended ight : for Sprinkling i: nor fo much Ba- 
palm as the Patture is the man it reprefenreth , though we 

uld pretend, as we have been :aughr, rhat the childefhould 
by ics G-fathers and G—mo hers believe all the | rticles of the 
Chri ian tavh, But for youro {prinkle (as fome of you pre- 
tend) onely the children of believers, 2 deyetto fprinkle the 
children of all your Parifhioners, 8c, doth-deciare , that you 


chit truly have not either preached the Gofpel within-your Parifhes, &c, 


or that ichath not been powerfully receiwed;for the true prea- 
ching “of Chrilt will feparate your people to be called out of 
the world, ro be gathered into the fellowlhip of the Church of 
Chriit,. Therefore‘as there is any love to Chri't: name, let us 
not, T befeech you, withhold: ( though it were the tenure of all 
oureliates) the rrurh in unrighreouine{s, Rom. 1.18. For cell 
I 'pray ought we to walk by rhe Glo-worm-light of Confe- 
noe*,or fparkles of our own kindling? se 11 (though 
world be confederate, and comp!y with you) to uphold thar 
darkne/s, againft che known light, or command and example of 
she Wort of God ro the con rary ? ‘Or fhall we exclude Bifhops 
Government, and Service- fequences conrend 


Book, and by con 


for Tufant-Bapuiim , the creacelt obitacle tothe reforming, ga- 


‘ 
BA- 
| 
+ 
ering, 


chering, and of Churches within your Parithes , thar to 
canbe? for if we would not conrenc our fe ve: rather with 
fleece then tie fo ks if we wre acquainted with the myfieries 
of the Kin :dom of heayen,we might clearly iee,Thacas Bithops = 
Government was ulcfoto hola ou a light of Profeffion ro fach 
as weré altoge‘her in ‘he darknels of Romifh Babylon; andas_ - 
the !'resh terial Wa, 1s ufefui to reform Epifcopacie, in reipe&t 
of Go ernmenr, Tradiu8"s,1n | Ceremonies, as Incep2n jency Presbytery » 
reforms Presb ;tery in the point of gathering of Chur. h-mem- “4 J™¢- 
bers;and all of them{as David ici for the Femplejmake prepas 
rations for the mott glorious Apoltolical Governments: {o thar | 
out of all the macertus of Truth therein dilcovered, he golden 
Candle of Chri:dan profetlion may be molde ',;o:vanihh our 
the imoke ourof the Temple, Lerus bur then abolifhInfant- 
Bapriim «ut of che Church, and the work of Unity, Truch, and _ 
Peace, will be fully compleated. For ler Presbrterians gather 
what they can, if they gather in Chrifts way ,.co make none of paren d 
their Chatch bur fuch as they bapuze, upon. the profeflion of /prinkling, 
faith, as believers: And if the Indepencents gathe: none into. tbe 
their Church, bur fuch as believe, and are then baptized; then Coane 
they fhali.al]'be united, and centred upon one fame foun- 
dation of Chriflianiry, in their obfervatiorrof the Gofpel-Or- 
dinance of Baptiftn,with 
Unjultly) called Chrili in his wifjomfore-- 
but one way,to bapa all nations ; {fo this i: the only way,. 
to make/all Churches out of all nations,ro be one in the profel= 
fion of Fiith and obedience, It’s no marvel then, if Anrichrilt 
Rand fo violently for Pede-bapuim for as all darkneis came in 
with it, all light thall fhine, as this carknels vanith away, . 
in the adminiitration of ing and governing of the Church 
of believers, And therefore th when darknefs begarrto ap+. 
pear afver the times of the Apoitles, the brafs and copper of In- 
ant-haprifm being double gilt over with ‘glillering 
p fled, ikeBifhop; go: ernment,ind other tradition=,for currant 
Coyni'; yee this beimg-the time when every plant whichorr hea- 
ven}y Father hath not planted fhall be rooted up , whereby che 
Saints may he retiored ro the primitive proféffion of che.-Chur- 
ches in the time of the Apofiles ; Therefore the double-giided 
confequences which are or fhall be produce !,romake an th 
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a baptized difciple, can expe& no better entercainment then 
Pook of  Toictis the gray fryer found in Scotland , who endeavoured by 
conlequences to prove that the Pater-noiter might be to the 
Saints: which though he did glofs over, pretending, in that we 
called aged men father , and that the Saints are in heaven, thar 
theretore we may fay, Our Father which artin heaven: and be- 
caule their names areholy , we might fay, Hallowed be their 
names,&~. Bur for all his wit,the time of light being come,the 
Popith Church was upon this abiolutely divided, and the Fryer 
was much derided for his pains. The Lord make us teers and 
tollowers of his Truth ; which, as foon as the Lord was pleaied 
tully to reveal unto me, I was conttrained ro bear witmnels of ir, 
as | was formerly aed to bear witnefs co the Truth in the ume 
of Innovations, when toomany were ferving ac the Altar; -by 
which faicd power,1 was ftirred up to declare at the firlt,I do not 
fay,the firit chat declared, for : And now Iam alio 
conttrained to ufe this plainne(s of fpeaking (chink of me as you 
pleate) wherein I befeech you to confider, that Mr, Spering and 


t 


ap 40 
by Mr, Barrow,&c.could not enjoy this liberry ro Churches, 
the church 288 We may do, This is our day,thall we not fee ir? or fhall we 


Regifter. be dead-hearred, fullen, or not willing co go about our Fathers 
bufinefs , excepc we were countenanced or backed our with 

— common vipdlieabod ? by which we may be thought rather to 

be driven to our work, then to be that people that fhall be wil- 

ling, in the day of his power,to worfhip che Lord in the beauty 

seed of holinets, Pfa/.110. 4. Alas, conlider, may not our hearts 
Marys. bleed vo fee,thar that feed which ourMartyrs did fow with their 
blood, which did bucthen peep out with the head,is now white 

already unto harveit, and much of it almoft loft for gathering 
‘into Church-fellowfhip?We mutt nor now think to feed all che 
: flock with the pap-milk of ordinary principles;nor wall Tradi- 
tions orConfequences,which fhall contradié&t the command and 
example of Chrift and his Apottles,as a ftrange voice,be poflibly 
heard any longer. As we are therefore heirs apparent co all the 
light which hath fhined, and have been fpeétators in the time of 
judgement, ef che Lords overmrning both of Church and $rate, 
becaufe his fore-prophefied time is now fulfilled,to have a New 


Now bea- | 
heaven, or a teformed Church,according ro the very example of 


New Earth, Chrilt and his Apottles ; and a New Earthor a péople,through 


oppoling 


oppofing the old earth, or world, are reformed from Popery, and af- see Afr. 
ing civil righteoufnels+ which I am able (though I have tor here Brightm: 
time) ¢o make fully appear, without Allegorizing of the Scripture. + Of 
Let then all chac are Saints, in thae the Lord is rifen ftart fair, and (ee Revel Pi i 
who can frft run to the Sepulchre let us fee who will a prove thems part difte- 
felyes * tryed gold.in the fire, patronize veriag if. 

nota partial,buta perfected inward and outward Reformation ; that. 4,4 
as wax and {eal, fo our faith & obedience may be found indeed agre- jen. p) oha- 
able to the do¢trine and example of Chrift and his A poltles. The Lord tu, i eff, 
ravifh your hearts with the love of this Truth,and remove all preju~ fides, 
dice, until you have read, and fo may judge,whether I haye fully and ase te 
truely, as fe as I have undertaken,an{wered thefe two men of parts, fol wy 

' whofe faces I never faw, and againft whom (I blef§ God) I have not 
the lealt prejudice or acrimony, nor do defire to put their light under 
a bufhel, as far as it appeareth to be light untome : but onely, as I 
have been much orovbbed, defired, and partly chalensed, I have ufed 
that liberty which Mr.S, hath done with Mr.7. &c. And therefore 
I defire you,my dear friends, to commune with your own hearts, and 
fee, upon examination on both fides, what ground you have for In- 
fant-baptifm : And, until the Lord in mercy open your eyes, defpile 
not the counfl of Doctor Gamatliel, to let this alone : for if this be. 
of God, But I have my check ; for there is notan /f in this bufinefs, 
Chrift-like to go about our Fathers bufinefs, in fubmicting to the Go- ng diffe 
{pel-Ordinanee of Baptifm : for, I hope, as foon as Truth fhall be reace with 
heard to {peak, prejudice being removed, and the moderation of gay 1?¢ Chur- 
thered Churches,and their full compliance with all the Saints, except Ayn ; 

in the unwarranted tradition of {prinkling, being made to appear.the in rnfane . 
Eleétion of grace (and further we cannot expect) will receive fatisfa- /prinkling. 
Etion to fubmic to this fo much defpifed Ordinance of the Lord Jefus. 

To conclude therefore, concerning this great matter in controver= 7 fy cpyig 
fie, which fills the ears of the whole Country with the report, and is tould notin 
fo much feandalized, belyed, and o voted, b the profane and igno- wi/dome 
rant, this haye to hint uato you, That if Jefus Chrift hiunfelf fhould 
come again , and were to reveal himfelf concerning the baptizing ef Oe 
believers onely , he could not in wifdom exclude children by nome, jame, wore - 
they being already excluded by Chit, ia commanding to baptize a then incom- 
taught difciple : for without mentioning of the female, in comman- "4nding to 
be- 


ding the male co be circumcifed, the female was exprefly re Sievers 
For isp] fay, the wildoe of to eommand to ui, 


e. 


thofe that are taught, and thereby are difcipled, and then to fay Buc 

baptize not an Iatant; fecingin wildom all men know. that a childe 

cannot be taught or profels che faith of the Golpel. And befides,God 

hath made man judge of Bapcifm, not to proceed as he pleateth. but 
according ¢o the exprels Kule and Commiffion which God hath ap- 

pototed him. And theretore it is not in man, in favour to the world, 

and in oppoficion co the Saints of the moft High, to raife Coafequen- 

ces, Allegations, and Reafonings , to interpret and wreft the exprefs 
-commiffion and command of Chrift co che contrary : bur Man if he 

will be faithful ro his Commiffion , without gainfaying, he mult ba- 

prize none but chofe thatare taught, And therefore it found, 

that a childecannot be taught unleiiman will prefumptuorfly (afcer 

due information) break the commandment. he cannot meddle wich 

children. uacil they be called co the profeffion of the faich of the Go. 

| e And yet though the fun of Truth fhine never fo clearly, though 

te be no Truth more fully difcovered, by expreis command, and 

many thoufand examples of baptized difciples ; yet in regard none 

— ie but the election of Grace can faithfully receive any Truth, but as it is 
receive any COMManded by Authority, or received by Cuftom or common Ap- 
truth,bat as Probacion,in regard the Eledtion o' Grace themfelves are hike a {eeing 
is com ™manin a dark dungeon which cannot (ce , ill the light of {eeing be 
mandid by reycaled untothem, in taking off their objection or (cruples to the 
‘contrary; 1 humbly therefore refer you to the enfuing Treatife , to 
cullen. judge as the Lord fhallteach you. And as for the Shining Stars, 
men of parts &c. that fhall abet againft the light of Chrift, co up- 

The tayl of hold the tradition of Antichrift. che Tayl of the Beaft ( which they 
abe aya will not have difcovered ) {hall draw them, and ca them to che 
earth forthe feventh Vial being in part poured out Rew.17.1.the 
imoak muft vanith eut of the Temple, Rev.t 5. w/t. Kick noc then 

again(t chis prick left ye fight againft God in his difceweries ; but let 
uscentend for rhe faith, and fubmit to che Old truth this ftep of 

Chrift and Chriftian profeffion , that it may not feem ftrange in our 

days, which Chrift ia imication of himielf-hath {aid co all 

ages, Thaw that is, according tothe example that your Lord an 
Mafter was baptized. it becomecth me ; chacis, as it was mine, lo iis 
cation alt 21lChriftians duty to be baptized co fulfil all That grace 
Coriftians, therefore. that calleth out of Babylon, thactakes away the envy of 
Judah and Jerufalem by which che Sainrs are baptized into one fpi- 
rit, be with your {pirits now and evermore. Amecw. Amen. 
| written by you labourer tm Go, pel, Baye, 
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A Word, by the way, to the prefum- 
ptuous Scandalizers and Perlecutors 


of the gathered Churches, or of all 
that are called out of Babylon. 


RVAS Hough the * Proverb be verified > The upright ” Prov. 39% 
yen inthe way isan abomination to the wic-*7- 
NS ked, for which cau(e, shey hate, (corn, and per- 

2 all that profes Holine(s,and thoach thofe 

* perlecuting [pirits are as nigh unto [alvation, * A&s 9. 
as fome, that are civilly righteous Yet at This time Ged 
hath only ftirred me up, to hint thus much unto you,as the Mo- 

nument of your Remembrance, ; That if a vifible Reforma- 

tion [hall not follow the gentle Correction wherewith England *Levir.2¢. 
hath been lately [ummoned, fo that all vifible ewils, drofs and 
tin [hall not be removed,so the punifhmentof thofethat doevil, 
and for the praife of thofe that do well 5 God {hal forenew his 
Controverfie against You , for your prophane/s, [candali= 

Xing, and plowing furrows upon the backs of the Saints, that 

yon [hall once more experience that the [ame God which pankfh- 

¢d your Prelatical forefathers , that perfecuted the most emis 

nent Chriftians, and hated to bereformed , who ledthe blinde 

into she ditch, whereby they, with thoufand of families (their 
confederates) (marted for it , Shall alfocaufe a little Stone Dan,2, 34, 


tebe cut out without hands , which fhall the Image 


a 


‘bis fet, as Diana, which be broken aff 

to pieces, andthe little flome foal become a mount sin. 

If I fhould not have told youthis , 1 fhould have been gailty of 

Frek- 3. the blood of fome of yow: Whether you will hear,or whe- 
ther you will forbear, yet fhall you know, that there 
hath been a Prophet amongft you. And toa many of 

Rev.18. 4. 79 a6 are of the Election of Grace, God willcall, Come out 
of her, my people, and be ye feparate , faith the Lord 
Almighty. Until ths work of faving grace be manifested 

Phils.a8. gow, you are the objects of the Saints pity, and evidences 


Tam. 3. 


Of their falvation , and fach inflruments as Satan hath* ca- 

 privated , by which you are acted to oppofe mo profe/sion but 

that which upheldeth the power of Godline(s, and the down- 

falof Antichrift. Inmeckne/s alfo defire t0 inftrmct yom, 

shat you may not kick againft this prick of Gofpel-informasion, 

- bat be forewarned to fice from the wrath to come; 

which, Chorazinslike, iw flighting the means of Go[pel- 
information, hath beem, and may be eccafioned. 


Mr.BAXTERs Arcumenrts 
in his Book intituled Pie 
Plain Scripture-proof for InfantsChureb- 
and 


Ortheorderly proceeding im the difcovery there- 
of, I thall endeavour to thew, 
4. That Mr. Baxters utle to his book is imper- 
tinent. 
2. Hisexpektion of Chrifts cemmiffies, is er- 
roncous, he 
3. HisA ents,whereby he w rove in 

that he bath concradi i > 
ON (pcaking cril of the Ordinance of 
_ I. That the Title of his Plain Seripture-preof fer &c. 
Mr. paxtex cannot but very well (I fappofc) know, thar Mr. 
Rogers, Art.27. confeflech thar the Church of gugland doth not presond 

lain or exprefs Scripaure- proof for d that he 


th preduced nothing but confequeaces, which-he hach ous 
ea the Aavil of Logical Arguments jp that he hath Ieft it fo my gor 


° 
TO 


aps were-moved, upon the iow upon che profiratethcastelyes 


and difficulr, that ix isinot made fo he that runs may read or thar 

hecan us, im all Semprure, what chaprer.and vericowe Sade 


any thing,plainly or exprefly {poken for infaar- on 
plain or che ommend and cxample of Chr 


and bis , jfor chic baptiliai of be HE sors ompl yy’ Neicher hath Mf; 
all ditpelied the darkacis 


the dithculsy), com; 
ing infants {prinkling which barti broughr im adl the fmoke inro the Ten 
therefore cannot imagine why Mr. 2..fbould chree hundred font. 

ty and fix times primt his Tithe, Plain tc..except he had - 
defigne to fatisfie the gazing mulcitude, facriice to his net, asthe Achéni- 


to {uperftition ‘And.therefore this title, Plas Scvaplwe- pros}, %&c, proves like 
blucand ycllow flowers making a greater fourth, then they are any way 


advantageous.to the reaper, Forxhe true dilcoverythercof, us fog what 


hay befoundin Mg. Baxter's of Chritts 
Baptifm. | 


tor: 


Matth.28. therefeve , and difciple wate me al nations baptizing them 
im the name of ‘be Father, «nd of ibe Sen,'and of the boly Gbek, KC 
Aafw. That, asa Scholar, he hath ingennoyfl ew the onigi« 
nal, Gop shctefere diciple me, anid teach, Lacapuce 
him ; and fol thall, if withthedike ingenuity he appear in che imtcrpretas 
what 


may taken the [ences as thefe that 
the making of 4 diftiple me Ching 
tionalicer. 


would have expla: 
bur fail 


« 
ing 


By Diftiple, 1 meee. im the ‘text thefe 
this be che Difciple you pitch out of the great theice” 
thar you afforded us, fes thar Chrifl Ghat is plorioas alli 
Works, wnd ia whom the Saints-are cogepleat Giotild command to baptize. 


incomplest ; truly, M. B. ix were well you had found fom ocher 


| 
If Mr. had gofie the plain way co worke as his title fo often 
then he would have lightned one camdle by another, che firft 
ing lighinss trom the fire.of the Alrar ; mean, 
the Scripture, ot commiffion of Baptifm, by tome o | 
herein , he hacht {upplyed thewant with Logitakd 
voice Which the annot hear @mdtheretore uainced with 
| Conditiexzaliter, a dtrue they CaRmnot give’ of clic 
to Mr, p’s (as be of Chrifts) difeiple: ariitherefore wh: h 
thought ro have returned an anfwer to ons; Mr. thawing 
eonclled himfelt; inv us whiat'difciple tre will piggh in next 
| 
= 


matter for hina, and not Chrift; As if Chrift thould fayj@8 and make incom: 
eat Difciples, which indeed isno lefs them an inpplicite contradi@ion , all 
ing Compleat ih And Dwonder M.B, theuld think a Child 
anincompleat Difciple, if he will walk by his own pretended light, in that: 
he faith , thac indirectly, arid remotely, thedifcipling of the parche 
is che dilcipling ‘of che feed yer the feéd forall this,though upon his ac- 
count iit bs twice difcipled, yeric is Mill incomplcat,; and willbe fo forall 
M,*B. can’ do ysthough he had his defire char Children thould be cofirmed, 
that is-(to fpeak plain Bsigtith) Bithopped 5. p-t90, And therefore M. 
diftinG@tion may {bic wach the Poets ‘which by cafting of ftonés es. | 
ated Dilciples, which at firft were in comapleatior valle, bine Ward were: 
more compleated ; and | thercfore iewould too much favour of partiality, 
to admitot his Logical. diftin@tions, fecing in ftead of expownding; wefind | 
the text by M, Bi fe @6nfounded’, and overvailed with blind and imperti- 
nent diftingions 5 tor indeed to tell you che naked truth, baptifine doth not 
make a Difciple,ora believer, though believing Difciples fo called by prace, 
ought to be baptized , that is butied, or covered over, or htimbled’to God 
in water, in the-name ofthe Pather, Sonyand holy Gliof-: fo that to be a 
Ditciple; and baptizedyare two difting ahough both are wnired,’ or 
marricd together’in the fame Goipel-Oxdinance and !therefore "My 
ought nottoimogine, asthe blind world:conceiteth , that baprifne maketh 
a Dilciple or bclicver 5 or as they fay, a Chriffiam; for co be a believer, and el 
Dilciple, isto be a Chriftian, who asa Chriftiag she cannot be fo adjudged,’ 
except he be baptized : And cherefore’all che courfe that'M. g.taketh,‘in 
or pouring ‘water upon \theeface of the‘Child , will moc dé’ che 
t. Neither can.chat.which M, g. faith be approved of thar the 
matter ofa Difciple ima natura) way ismothing, but our being, bt granted 
oe him , for if by nature, oras we have a natural being, we are Diftiples, chen’ 
the worke is done co out hand, and Chrift night have faved his Difciplesa' 
great:deal ot labour in commanding them, firft to ee teaching 5° 
and thentobapuze: And if by nature, or our being, we havethar miracu-" 
loas priviledge, why are wecalled by:natarethe difebedience ? 
fo that for any.ch.ng canfind,asnone of Mip’s diftinétions are proved by! 
Seripture, he cannot prove that hisincompleag difciple cither in’ matter, 
or forme, is thetaught Difciple char is by-Chrift to be bap- 
tized,And thercfore 1 would not haverroubled my felf-any fwteher, but that 
I find M. 8B. fo averfeagaink the way-of'dicipling according‘te 
prefs comunand of Cheift in histexe,' whithhe precenideth 
us, as like the envious mani, hedemies hisiowndilcipling; faying,"Hewar 
dilcipled by ‘whereby he, purs' out both of his own’eyes)’ 
~ whereby we might lofeoneot oureyesy on he might have a fandy founda> 
tion, to raife an argument againft difcipling by teaching: "thercfor€ 
this further ro tell him, If cdutationmade , thenbaptime 
did not; and (if he were well educttéd » 
and was Timothy like raugit-che Child’, which chrouginebe 
Spririt of grace are able co make us wife untofalvation? andthoughs 


4 
work : \ 
: 
e . 


wd 
e 
| 
{ 
a 
r 
: 
d 
a 
+ ™ 
> 
we 
hed 


work of grace cannot be difcovered, yct all education, and knowledge, and 
waiting , are little enough ; or but the means that God hath appointed 
for diicipling , ‘and yet with M,B’s leave, whatfoever he thinks, yet we 
judge im the rule of truth, that toattain to common knowledge of the our- 
ward profeffion of Chrit, deth not make a Difciple, except the day-ftar hath 
fo rifen in his heart, and his judgement be fo brought unto vitory, that he, 
as is prophclied, P/al. 140.4. be willing as wellasable , in the day of power 
to fubmit, as called,or defire as the Eunuch did in his own perfon to be bap- 
tized ; till this work be wrought, we judge ont is not (as betore ei ier: they 
ought tobe) fully difeipled: for fuch a dilespling as M, B. { peaketh of, unto 
which he had attained by education, fuics wh or may thake hands with 
his incompleat Difciple ; And therefercif the Dilciples of Job, being igno- 
rant of the holy Ghoft, were difcipled again, and rebaptized, for any chi 
lcan fee, the work throngh difatteGion is not fo compleat , but that Prij- 
cika and Aguila may fchoole great Apelle, and moft may Icarn to be Dilci- 
ples; {cing the incompleat Difciple , which M. B. fpeaketh of in his in- 
cerpretation , or rather prevaricatien of the commif'\o. of Chrift, cannot 
be approved of. And bere M.B. giving over his text, 1 mean, {peakin 
mo more of it then of the firf{ words, Go and difciple , he notasl cxpetted 
Proceeding to baptise them, therefore in regard our difference licth very 
much concerning the right ufe of the elanent of water, which by oe 
©. ismot obferved ; that I may therefore fhew the mind of Chrift, it being 
defire to give facisfa@tion te my Neighbours, @&c.where M. left 
» I thall preceed to interpret the Text, baptizing them) 
thatis, frit difciple by teaching, and baptize them, that is, do not pour 
or og we a licthe waser in the face of che Child, or partially dip 
in the head with che heelsupwards, for this is motto baptize, nor is the 
Child the Difciple that is to be baptized , but the Text tells you whem you 
muft baptize; tharis, baptize thofe that are by teaching firft difcipled, fo 
that their bodies may be buried, er covered over, and humbled upon the 
acknowledgement of taxh and obcdicnce, or upon the pronouncing, I 
bapuze thee in the name of the Father, exc. inthe loweft clement of water 
proftraced , Abrabam-like, before the prefence of his Inhinice grace and 
glory. . Thus Chrift himfelf being baptized, and praying, was proftrated 
with loweft fubjeétion : and therefore its no marvell M. B, was filent in 
{peaking of baptifine, for indeed this contradiGing praGice in {prinkling or 
pouring water upon the face of the Child , would nor give liberty to make 
@ handiome interpretation, with ro @ Child, concerning ba pti- 
zing, or the ri he ufe of water in. baptifme. To Jeave chen the igterpre- 
tation of which ‘Ni B. was filent, let us retura to fee his Arguaicnts , which 
from his unwarranted diftinétions he indcavours to make his incompleat 


Diiciple to be baptizcd. | 
Mr. B. chap.3. p.te. 


I come now te my fir Argument , winch frem mj Text thu 
All that are Chralts difciples, evdimarily eugiot to be baptized. 
Bui fome infants ore Chrifisdifciples: 
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Therefore feme Infants evdinsrily ought to be baptized. 
Anjw. \f Mr. B. had kept to his text, he would not have made this Argu+ 
ment; the minor whereof 1 deny, that Infants are Chrifts difciples, until, as 
the rext fayth, they be by teaching madeidileiples, And yet Mr. Raxter fo 
Jaboureth to make children difciples, chat when the cext faileth,he isrefolved 
ic fcems, by Logical Fallacies, and wrefted Scripuires 5 to try what can be 
done; and therefore thusfurther argueth: 
on whofe mecks the falle teachers would bave layd this yoke, were di(ci- 
| 
But feme of thefe were Infants on whofe mecks they would have layd this yoke: 
Therefore fome Infants are difciples. 
Aafw. Thac the fallacie in the minor Propofition may appear , the light 
that h Ads §5.1. compared with verfe 10, will fully difcover,that falfe 
geachers did endeavour to pervert the brethren to be 
whict ud brethren were called difciples, not by Circumcifion: And there- 
fore, .nat falfe teachers would have had the diiciples, which from Baprifna . 
were called difciples, to have been circumciled, this proves nothing to make . 
children difciples. If therefore they that pin their faith on Mr, p’s fleeve, 
will nec wilfully clofe their eyes, they may {fee , that Mr, Baxter, in ftead of 
producing Scripture to prove a childe a difcipie , it proves to be the bree 
thren which had been baptized, whieh were called diiciples, whom falfe bre- 
thren wouldhave feduced to be circumcifed , Aéf.15.1,10, upon which at- 
tempt, or the rampering of the falfe teachers, with the brethren which were 
difciples,Mr.p.catcheth hold of a fhadow, or wrefted confequence,to make a 
child a diftiple. As if a Preacher were feduced, as fome difciples were, to be 
circumcifed; therefore all chat are circumcifed muft be Preachers, or difci- 
ples.And thar the fallacy may now clearly be difcovered take this Argument: 
Thofe that the brethren would have converted, are Jewith Rabbies, and 
Popith Priefts. 
But co Brethren would have Children converted: | 
Erge, fome childrenare Jewith Rabbies and Popith Pricfts, 
Therefore, my dear triends that know not Logick , and yer have boafted 
of Mr. Baxter's Arguments, you may fec, if you pleafe, thar asthere ise 
fallacic a {impliciter, ad diftum [ecandum quid, in this Argument, where+ 
_ bychildren feem to be proved Rabbics, and Popith Pricfts fo the like fal- 
lacie is in Mr. Argument, he would, from falfe teachers attem- 
pting to circumcife Chriftians, which are called dilciples, conclude from | 
thence that) children maybe called difciples. And mow , beholdshe Sct 
pturcs fulfilled ; fie taketh the nwife nothew ewn craftinef, Job 4,13. an thas. 
thofe that are of contrary judgement, would not, till of late, granpthat 
none but a difciple fhould be baptized > and now not being able to prove 
their children difciples , nay, not fo muchas an incompleat difciple , muft 
therefore, if they will make confcience to fubmitto the commandof Chrift,- 
let their children & themfelves ftay until they bed ifcipled, thar fothey may . : 
be baptized; and fo the controverfie may be ended , and, according, ge the. . 
intention of Chrift, allChriftians may be unised, im the Gofpel-prefefion 
ef the Ordinance of Baptifma, And . 
| 
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Therefore [ome Infants ordinarily engin te be baptized. 


(6) 
And yec Mr. B, to back outier firengthen his Argument, produccth feve- 
ral Kealons, to prove a childe a difcipls. 
Mr.B. Becaufe children ave partakers of Gods 
Towhich [ amfwer, That God,as God of providence, to children and al} 
creatures, making his funco fhine on the cviland on the good, doth noc 
make children and all creatures dilciples , whole dutics is tu learn to know 
and fellow the faid God which is fo good and mercitul, ia learning to know 
God, and following of God, amd in not being protected by God, are ca]!id 
dilciples, Matth. 16. 24. 
be Mc. B, faych, Childvem ave devoted learning, therefore thry may be difci- 
ples, 
dufw. Though children be devoted to learning, and may Iearn,yct I hope 
Mr. B. would not have them te cemmence before their ime 3.ner upon this 
account, wlule they are a learning, and the feeds of a difciplefown in them, 
reap the corn, before it be grown up, and white unto the harveft, 
Mr. B. p-18. 
Uf Infants be wet Difciples,it is they are not capableor becawfe Ged will 
nat ew them mercy: but neither of the/e can be the Came. 
Anfw. To aske the reafon of God thus in point of falvation, why baft 
balt them male me fo? is liable to that reproot , which upon the like account 
Paul\aid , what art thou O man, that that thew replic(t againft God ? hath not 


already told Mr.g. That be that will be bis Difciple ,. mult deny himself, 


take wp bis Cro’s and follew him? Mat.16.24. tnuft not every thing be as 
God hath determined by his will, and not as the thing is capable ? for foa 
poor man is capableto be rich , anda fick man to be healthfull , and yec 
while poor and fick , they are not {aid to be rich and healthfull ; bur to an- 
fwer Mr. 8. datuy tertium, a Child cannot bea Difciple , becaufe it isan 
implicite contradiction , aste fay a wile fool, for a Dilciple is not a Child, 
nor a Child a Difciple ; and befides, that Difciple which to be baptized, 
muft not be hid or fecret, but man muft fo fee and judge of him, as from 
full facisfation proceed to baptize him, when by teaching the party is 
dilcipied ; and therefore God in his wifedome, that giveth every thing its 
name , doth not approve of mem a Child a — » neither can bap- 
tifme make a Child or any mana Diiciple : how would Mr. B. then make 
a Child a Difciple, but becanfe by grace as any is taught.to profefs to follow 
Chrift , and is fo difcipled as a Difciple, and as a believer, we do baptize 


them? Thashaving anfwered Mr. firft Argument , ard reafons whereby 


he would have preved a Child a Difciple , hisenterprize failing to prove a 


@hilda Difciple , to make work for Poedo-baptifme , he produceth this his 


fecond Argument. 
Mr. B. 2 Argu. chap. 4. Pp. 23. 
All that te be admitted vifble Charch-members , ordinarily ought tobe 
baptixed. 
pus fome Infants ought tebe admuted viftble Church-members 


As{w, 


~ 


An{w. Of chis fetend Avgament , Mr. B. giveth this fuperlative encomiam, 
that this is his chiet :‘ but believe me, if he could have made his firft Argu- 
ment good, whereby a Child might have been dilcipled , he then had had 
comumiilion for what he had faid; and therefore he failing to make his, in- 
compleac dilciple co be baptized , he would now fee what he can do te make 
a ceniequence trom his hrit Argument, whercot this fecond is but a fhadew : 
for if Children be not Difciples, they cam be no members of the Church vik- 
ble ; bucthey are mot Difciples ; for indeed,to be a dilciple, a member of a 
vifible Church,differeth no more, then that a man that incendecth co lift him- 
fclfto be a Souldicr., and is approved of , oncly wanteth an @pportunity to 
have his admiffion or approbation ; fo a Difciple,as foon as he declares hin- 
{clf, and is willing co yeild himfclt ap to ferve God with his Saints, is made a 
vifible Church-member: but that this work of wonder did ever appear in 
Intaacs,that they were ever heard thus to declare their good affe@ion to the 
—— of Chrifts church,I never yet hcard;and as feonas 1 hear them, 
will fubmit to Mr.B’s. Arguments, and fay,that chofe Children thus decla- 
ring themfelves for Chriftand his Church, muft needs be admitted vifible 
Church-members;but till thisappeac vifibly,Tdefire Mr.g, would concent to 
forbear to :mtrude them, fince Chrifts commffion will not give leave for fuch 
to be baptized, in his.name,that know not Chrift,or yet have net named him; 
and yct Mr.B. to prove his fecond Argument, forgetting his promife, that he 
would net meddle with other mens Argumeats,hath {craped up all che thred- 
bar'd impertinent cenfequences , thac any before had pretended, to have 
blocked up the mouth of the Cannon, or co make the worke mere tedious £0 
gain-fay or oppefehim : while therefore I was intending to haye lighted @ 
CandJc to have difcovered, or rather difpelled this great cloud of darknels, 
Providence fo erdered it, that a book, inticuled 4 Chriflian, [ober, and plaine 
Exercitation on twe grand practical contveverfies of this time Baptifme and 
Singing of Pfalmes , writen by C. Sidcnhama teacher a Church ef Chnifi New- 
caftic, being brought unte me, and] finding upon perufal thereof , chac 
ic treated as fufficiemtly ofall Mr, Raxters confequences , and with no lels 
advantage to his caufe; aad in thar Mr. Sidenbam with his party» hath 
as powerfull am influence to ftop an car; Theretore 1 choughe that | might 
bear better teftimony to the truth, toamfwer Mr. Baxter, in Mr. Sidembams 
booke: im which way I take no more liberty then he hath dome with che 
right worthy and Apoftolical Mr. Tembes. And yet before | preceed,ac- 
cording to my promile, I defire to hint fomething to Mr, Baxter, upon, the 
fourth particular, which I firt mentioned. 
4. That Mr. hath centradiied bimfelf in {peaking evill of the Ordi- 
nance ef Baptilme , as by his two Arguments will appear is to be diicoe 


Mc, Baxter chap. 12, p. £34. his &rft Argument, 
That which plaim breach of she Commandment is ne Ordinance f 


But the ardinary syaftice of dipping tee head in cold watery is a breach of the 


Ergo, it 4 fin, 


| 


impoflible that an effectually called Child of God, can raife 
chis Argument , without check of conicicnce or contradidticn, he approving 
of the way of baprifme un Brafill , and yet in his Argument cont adidts the 
‘fame pracife ot Chrift, upon the precence of the cold clumatc, and cuftome of 
the Country. Alas, Alas, this needs noaaiwer for hereby the Scripture is 
expericnced, the mak: th m fall, or ax leaft Mi.B. 1 hope is 
efhamed, or may be athamed ot this cav icandaloms Argument, in ma- 
king a Chriftians fubmiflicnto the Ord nance ot Chrift a hainow fin, ane in 
telling us it is goodtor nothing but co men out of the world, and to 
ripen Church: yards,thele be his words. What if he had lived in the time of 
circumcilion ? he that can difpence to prevaricace Chrifts command in bap- 
tifme, by pouring a little water,or fprinkling a Childs face with two or thice 
drops of water,ccrtainly,if acted with the iame Spiritshe would have thought 
the ripple of a pin, or a drep or two of blood co be fpiltyto have been lufhci- 
ent to have aaiwered the command in circumcifion. 
Mr. Baxter 2 Argument, 
If it be a breach of the fewenth commandment, Thou {halt not commit Adultery, 
erdinaily baplixe naked , thea it is amimolerable wukeduc/s and ng 
Geds command, 
But it us abreach of the command to baptixt naked : 
Therefore it is am wickedn:|s, and not Gods Command. 

Anfw, 1 am afhamed to name Mr, Baxters lightnels in mentioning 
(upon ‘firppofition onely) the Maidsof gewdliy , though we have no ex- 
Ample for being baptized naked, nor any thing againit ic: and therefore a6 
an indifferent ching, a Saint may as well be baptized naked , as Saints pro- 
phefied naked; yer itis well known that Garments with decency are ap- 
proved of, And will Mr, Baxter argue againft an Ordmmance , becaule fome 
probaeys evili may enfue? why then doth he adminifter the Lords Supper, 
ecing probably fo adminiftred , many cat and drink their own damnation, 
hot dilcerning the Lords Body ? or why doth he allow of marriage, meat, 
drink, and apparell, fecing abufe hath been found im them? why doth he 
therctore uncertain coajcAures, {peak ovill of the way of God, im 
the adminiftration ef baptifme? may he not be aframed thus to contra- 
himfelf ? whac is Chrifts command co be observed in a hot Country; 
@nd nor in a cold ? when were any killed with any one of the difeafes 
ae reckoned ? though vo fome thercof bs prifme hath been a prefent 

An regard therefore Mr, Baxter hath fo prefumpruoufly, thamelefly, 
feandaioully , and malignancy (poken evill again the exprefs command 
ot Chrift and char very way which Chrift had{fubmicred unto, when ke 
like the Bunuch went down aad came oat of the water after he was ba 
ized, I can faynomore , but withour any acrimony declare my Chriftian 

che fruits dothappear , that fo mamy Scriptures are tulfl- 
led in Mr. Baxters felt-expreflions , that herein ‘he ‘hath like the croubled 
‘Sta cat not onely mire. and dirt on the face of the Saints, bur hath 
calumniaced the Ordinances of Chrift, fo that in thefe two 


| 
J 
. 
f 
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ihe fmtodl tar the Tetnple stn his eyes: and as he is looked tipon 
by che contition people, and cried up in defcnding this praice of popery, 
the caile of the beaft hach ftrucken him as a flarre to the earth, or broug : 
him to a compliance or friendthip wich the world, whereI leave him to 
God that can raife his, not doub.ing but if he were furcher difcipled, then 
by educacion, he will thar sll chat he hath fpoken again the Ordinance, 
and renowned Mr. Témbes , as hay and flubble fhall tuffer burning, How- 
ever, | leave all men to judge, how unjuftly he hath alledged a Child to be 
a Difciple, asd therefote keaving Mr. gaxter,1 do friendly berake my to 
anfwer Mr. Sidenbam, 


An Anfwer to Mr. Sidenbam's Book, 
INTITULED, 
eA Chriftian, Sober, and P lain Exercita- 
tion, on. two grand Praétical (on- 
of thefe Times ; 


Infant-Baptifm , & Singing of Pfalms: 


chap.1. page t. 

Tenter ince the main Qucftions handled in thie Difteafes 
let this be confideved, that there netlhing in all the New 
Teflamen againit baptixine of Infants, any bim Hem any 
expri word dropping from ner bis Apefiles, mer ang 
phrale, themeh fe much ftrained, forbid fuch an 
Anfocr, you will unde: ftand nothing ih Scripture to 
wre tx expreflyagainft any thing , ¢xcept it de by name exe 
clitde then Ships, Bells, and unbelieving Gentiles, Oe. are not 

prohibiced to Be baptized ; torthis is repugwantr co the wifdem of God 2 
shan, co exprefée the prohib:cing of amy thing by name, whien che fame 
nor (Poke tito anorher thing, is excluded ; and therefore when Chri, 
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(10) 
Themas which was fpoken unto, without naming of them, were exprefly by 
Chrifts word prohibicea : And fo the temale, though never named, was cx- 
efly prohibited whem the male was commanded to be circumeifed.U pon the 
ame account, Intants(cheugh noc named )are exprefly prohibited to be ba 
tized, or to partake ot che Lords ving tH though theteby the Church is made 


one body, 3 Cor.to.26. in that nonc, but thoic chat have faith, and cxamine 
themftlyes, are commanded*to receive the Ordinames, Adfaith.28.19. Mark 
16,16. 8, 36,37. Co/.11.28.And theretore,as by comfeflion of thofe thar 
are of contrary Judgement, there is expreis Scr to keep Children from 
the Lords fapper ; fo we have expres Scripture to keep them from Baptifm, 


until they faall, according to the command oi Chrift, be difciph.d, by teach- 


ing,and fhall profef$ the taith im the Gofpel. 

Mr, S. endeavouting,peg.2,3,4,5,6. (iewing by divers Reafons,why Con- 
fequences are to be approved of; tothislaniwer, 

Anfw. Wedo allow of Coniequences, provided they be not (as in cafe of 
Baptifm) brought in to contradi& an expre{s command or example of Chritt 
and his Apoftles tothe contrary. And yct though Mr, S’s Cunicquences be 
fuch as oppole the expre{s command of Chrift, as notto deny his Plea , for 
information, and tryalof the Truth, 1 fhall not deny to aniwer chem, 

‘The great thing in this Canjider thé mature of this covenant, 


whichs the firfl foundation of the prrviledge of believersjand then feed and as ut 


wae made te Abraham and bus Jews and Gentiles, And if we fude 
the fame Covenam reaching Gentile beliewers and Childresyas Abraham and 
bis, we Canne? be denged the new external fignc and feal of the [aid (eu: nant. 
Anfw. That che nature of the Covenant thould be che foundatien-privi- 
ledge ot bebeivers and their feed though I-(hould,as others have, gtant him ; 
yet upon triall conceiveiic will appearsthat the Covenant which 
Mr. S.and Mr.8. looketh at, itic be cruly according to its nacure difcovered, 
they will come fhort of their expectations : fer it appears unto me, chat the 
Covenant only relates to remporall promifes,in whichit had fo large extent, 
that al] the Nation cle med it: yea circumcifion was a meancs wheieby every 
one was made of the Nation, or endenized, Exed. 13. 48. fotbat cae Nation 
claimed xt as their diftinguifhing ffcfhly being their en- 
tayl coan carthly inkericancestor the difcevery whercot,and tharwemay {ee 
the true rife and motive caufe of the infticution of this covenant whereof cir- 
cumcifion is a which Mr. 1 fuppofe would have to be the foundation 
of the priviledge of bclicvers ; thus it appeareth,Gea.ts.1. that God celling. 
Jdbyabam upon his complaint of Being childlefs, and asking God what he 
ive him, God faid, be wowld muliiply bis [eed asthe Stawes of Meaved 


would 
for which Abrabam belicv ing ,it was ny, unto him for rgh- 


ttouiacls,ver.é upon which fame day God madc a Covenant with Abraham, 


ver, 18, fo chat Gia.17.12. God relates again the fame cevenant with Abra- 
bam,that his feed,& all that fhould relare co Abvabam,fhould pofiefs the land 
of Erypr,& to che great river Esphrat, s,% theretore as a figee & token of this 
temporal) Covenant, God ordainc 


| 


(11 
God and his ptople, Gem.17. 11. and ai Mr. S$. and Mr.p. &c, have 
wrefted the Scripuce,as I fhall by and by thew, in making this cemporall Ce- 
yenant a Covenant of ipa » amd as relating unco the admiffion ino the 
Church, yet I hope fully and clearly to prove the contrary ; tor as though 
the Lord would undeccive and {atistic the Jews , why he tooke away the hilt 
old Covenant,on which My,S, and Mr.g.&c. like the Jews do toomuch dote, 
he declareth han clf, Heb. 8.7. laying, thac if the firft Covenant had been 
ood, that is, «f it had related to the good of their fouls » then chere had 
a found no place for the fecond, ver. 7. $o that the covenant which was 
taken away,was the covenant of temporal promiles,as the contents to Hed. 8. 
calls it,whereof circumcilion was the figne,Gen.17,14. for the caufe that God 
alleadgeth , why he tooke away the old Covenant, istully and plainly de- 
clared, Exod. 6.1, 25 35 49 5> 8 75.8. by which it doth appear, thac that Co- 
Venant of which circumcifion was a i » was abolifhed in all intents and 
urpoles: and the new Covenant, mot made according to the old Covenant, 
is onely eflablithed , Heb.8.9,10. and therefore the old Covenent which is 
abol'thed, uponwhich Mr. S. would build a foundation ,. is fallen to the 
giound : and how then his do@rine tor which he hath no foundation 
to make the feed of believers Church-members by verte of the Covenant 
of which carcumcifion was a tokcn, be able ro ftand, {eeing iris fo ablolutcly 
condemned and taken away. M, $’s and M. B’s conicquence tor circumeilion 
cannot be adm tced of , that Clnidren upon that precence fhould have bap- 
tifme , of which Mr. S, is much miftaken, in that he calleth baprifme the new 
externall figne, and feal of the Covenaut, he having no Scripture to prove 
what he faith, neither can he prove that baprifme isa,fealac all; is 
there any fuch thing in the covenant, to be figned or Sealed,he as conceitech: 


J Mr. Sidenbam p. 

_Saith, and chiefly we affirm, this (caning circumcifion) masthe [ame 
in (ubftance with the Cevencnt adminifived under the Gefpel, fince (brifts coming 
inthe ficlh and jpwit. Secondly, It was founded on pure grace. J 
Anjw. Firft chen, and chichly, Tan{wer, that here isa confounding of 
things char differ, circumcifion being called.a Covenant, but figuratively; 
Gey. 17.10. Tt_ being in its own Nature the token of the Covenant, Gem 
17,11, to thar Mr. Sideanam faying , that circumcifion isthe fame in 
ftance with the Covenant in the Gol ‘J, is partly miftaken, as alfo in com- 

aring circumcifion with baptifme ; he being not able to finde any proof in 

cripuure, chat baptifime is cicher Covenant, or Scal, Secondly, Aadthae 
circumcifion is not the fame in fubftance with, she Covenant under the 
Golpel, Heb, 8 exprefly declareth, that whenthe Covenant whereof cit- 
cumcifion isa token, and the acw Covenant, are compared , that che new 
Covenant is eftabl. (hed upon beter promifes, Heb 8. 6. thenatemporell 
imheritamce, And yer Mr. Sidewham would have the beft of promileé cir 
cumcifion, as im the next place doth appear , im thag he faith ; that cir- 
camcifion was founded. on pure grace, and that igwas @ puse Covenant of 

An{w. 
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Seri 


_ Would ju@ific the Heathen't 
In thee (ball Nation be bleed which words are exprefly 


fs 2) 


That ieway ervly appedt', that the Ser pearés 
produceth witnets And fecondly; that he hath nor 


applied them, ictus obierve ,. 
That chat which bealleadgeth Gal. 3. 16, that the were not 

made: to Abrabims lecds of many , bat as of ome, to chy feed, whichis 
Chrift though we cake this for Crit myfticall, as Mr. would 
have it, yer here.is auching telating to circnatcifion , im which, if we mind 


itis faid , the promiles were made sot to the feeds, which was of Hagar and 


firangers y as well as of ifaar , Which promife had tefpeG co circumcifion 
tierctore thofe promifes being excluded , which had refpett co the feeds of 
many there is mothing’ of circumcifion {pokcn in the 16. ver. but of tie 
promile which relates 66 Gea: 24; 06; 1 7,18. and ve7. 
mothing of ‘circumcifion ¢ there are three things mentioned im the {aid verfe 

Covenant; Law, and Prosiife, che Srit two wheteo! the Covenanc , and 
Law, are oncly named , as that they could set, or cannot difammall che Pics 
mile, which is made, as Thave proved before, unto Abyabaw, Gen. 23.16, 


87318. and anto Abyabanis feed , which ate the children of God, by Bac 


and faith, called to walk in the ftepsof Abrabam, Rom. 4. 11, 12..4s 
prefently more fully declare therefore in-that God made gracious pro- 
mile to Abraham; becaule Abvabam did believe in’ God when he fiould have 
factifeed his fonne saat; therefore this promile hach relpe to 12, 
for you fee this is nor called Covenant, but a promife, which was 
madeco Abraham, wer, 16,17, end chereforé chat all thac is by the 
ApoRic; ver.18. as ix above mentioned, “as. the véries di¢ alledged by 
Mr. Sidemham, Gal. '3.165175'1 8,19. Hot hold forth any ching co make 
Mr. Sidenbams circuascifior is founded on piité grace, of 
to be a Covenant of pure grace, is fully difcovered: And therefore, 
a. Thatim che next place, miay make appear, char Mr. S, hath not 
cs, inca circumcifion trem thésice a 
venanit of pure grace; This I fay, To be founded dn pure gract, or that 
God ot his pure grace or good will was plédfed to fook on Abrabam [@ a5 00 
Give temporal promt, or a feed according to thic fltth, is not to be de- 


5 yer: this shakes motthe giftto be pure grace as it God in his pure 


ce give che wicked meaty drink and cheach sig, dbch not prove thac their 
clothing is'piire grace. Therefore Rowever circumcifion, the 
figne of tetmporal merciesjwai given on Gods part of his pure gracc, it makes 
not the Covenant to be pute grace, which, as} in the contents of the - 
chap. 20. the Mibrews , is calléd Covenant of téqiporall promifes : for all 
les witich were made to Abrabam , were not by vertue of Cire 
cusacthon,buc’ im that, Apoftie faich, Gal.3.8. God forcfeting that he 


hrough faich , preached the Gofpel unto 4- 


Gra 22.38, ind cannot be found Ge#.17. cit-umcifion relating te 
Nations that come of Abvahams feed, itt which cc mpoiall promile 


had ito , as chey fubsicted to the Jaws ; There 


fore cleat. cmough, or the Sun cannot thine more clearly , 
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he’ feed of being believers; or walking in the fteps of | 
Gal. 3.7.9 Kom. 4. 13, carcumeifion the token of a covenant, 
not ‘hold forth this {pirituedl mercy which God Abyabams facti- 


ficing of hus Sonne , promiled abrabam, cytn vo bicis ail Naticps ig him 
been at ‘And therefore thac which Mr, Sidenbam | 


tliat the ‘Apofile ‘ufeth Heb, 8.10. where he 


keth or ‘the’ new Covenant, which wal, ds°Mr. pretendeth, 
ed Ge, 17. be thy God, and the thy jeed Imthishe mayice 
partially he is b.aficd to favour hisowm imagination. For firft, God 
not fay, asim Gem. 17. I will bea God apd ity feed 
ter thee , the riew Coycaant he faith not onel that He willbeg 
uate hey [ball be a peaple’ ware bigs t to faew thac chis 
covenant upon promifes, God thar he will work 
werk of grace, ¢venico write his Lawes in'their bearts, eve. thisGud pever 
promifed in circumcifion:and that God in circumcifion did onély (it relating | 
to all the world) promiie no more, then te be a God in providence unto 
them, er co make good his ile or covemant to give them the proe 
mifed Land , téad Levit. 26.445 2 Kine. 22, and there you 
covenant ef race of Equiyalént with that new covenapt u 
Gofpel, Heb. Bich is faid to be eftabl.thed upon betrer 
wer. 7." which could? mor be, it Mr, Sidembam might have liberty to exalr 
above meaiure, and title, oF that which by Chi: 
and his Church hath been tora} at tee Alt. 
ther, Mr. Sidepbam , jt ma be may fean t6 him firange, 
thar God having matic man judge of biptilmc, whereby mian muft loo 
ac is revealed , and ‘wat! éoatradié bis commiffion upon the 
uncertain confeg ucnces of y pretences , therefore the old covenant , a3 
altogether Void ‘amd ‘umpertient, ‘is ot oncly waved , but alle che 
new covenant is ip force, except it thould be réyea, 
manifcfted, fo chat through diftipling and proteffion of faith , we co 
judge of it, (fecter things ongitig unto were con 
chce_ of baptifine, motto’ proceed upon the promife , 2. 38: 


“Mr, 
mest thing bate is hate of con 
¢ wine made om this bangs all the maim. 


weight on b fides., Andif we Infagt ve in 


the 
tnd! feed, under te ‘Ne mult ab 
Anfw. The frft great thing (as Mr, $. is plegfed to call it ) 
the Covenant, his Stare campot how door 
of in chis chird yea upon can 
ur oppofires, in your 


arid, made a@ual 
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‘ called to anfwer in that. | 


fteps of Abrabam, Rom.4.12,16, 1d). asthe promife was made to 4- 
byabam, both ce feed and the promile muft be diftinguifhed. As Abvabam 
had a nacural feed, it was either that which he had of Hagar, called the feed 
according tothe flcfh or of Sarak, called the feed according (0 ibe promife, be- 
cattle Ged gave it by promile ; both which feeds fpoken of, Gal.g. 23. are 
both of them to be accounted the feed according to the Law, Rom.4.16. and 
fo the promife made unto them upon this acceunt, was the Covenaat of 
which Circumcifion was a figne ; that isto fay, temporal promifes, Gen.17. 
as I have before fully proved, ; 

2. But Abrabam bath allo a feed of faith, Rom.4.16. that is, all believers, 
both of the Circumcifion, and of the Gentiles, dow, 4-12, which as they 
walk in che fteps of Abrabam., are the feed of Abrabam ; he is their tather, 
Kom.4.12,16. Gal.3.6,7,8,9. compared with Pfal.22, 23,30. And therctore 
if im this fenle Mr. S. underftand a Piritmal feed, which the Scripture callcth 
4 feed of fauh, Rom.4.16. I thall grant him ; but if he imagine that the 
feed of faith came by Circumcifion , or that it is, as he faith, infanc-bclie- 
vers, then I deny it ; tor I do affirm, that .che {ced of taith came by the pro- 
mife and oath which God made to Abrabam, upon the actempting of facrifi- 
cing of his fon Ifaac,whereby Abrabam vo. bc to the feed of taith, both 
thole that are circumcifed, and of the Genules, was then promiled, Gim.22, 
16,17, 18, compared with Gal.3.6,7,8,9. Heb.6.13,14. Sothat Mr.S. and 
Ldonotfo much differ about Abrabam’s {eed in a (piritual relation , which 
prope: ly called, is Abrabams iced by taith, Rem. 4.16. as we differ, that he 
would make a {piricual feed by Circumcifion, anu in Infants, which till they 
be believers, are mot fo called : fothat Infant-believers as comfidered to 
be In‘ants,were not im covenant, as M.S. pretendeth, furcher thcn in that coe 
venant whereot circumcifion was a figne,whercby onely the Infants of 
or fuch as were made Jews by circumcifion,had as Abrabams {ced the tempo- 
rall promifes,made good unto them,of Canaan, &c. fo that here again Mr. S. 
ftumbles upon circumcifion:ncither lad I {aid this,but that Mr.S. will mot ler 
tis be quict. But,which is worfe,with refleéion upon circumcifion,and to get a 
coaleqacnce to maintain che dotage of popery,eec. whereby they held Chil- 
dren damned ifthcy be not baptized; Mr, S. thus far turcher advanceth his 
caufe with hay and ftubble ; faying , p. 21. there isa fecrct diftinétion and 
veine et clection , carried through the adminiftration , which rakes held 
ef fome,and not of others; as it the eleéien or promife were made, it 
fhould not be cffcctuall, without that adminiftration : but bicfled be God, 
he hath not produced ye Scripture , to fow this picce of old cloth onthe 
mew garment ef the Golpel : of which I chought to have madc a farther 
difcevery , but that circumscifion be 


ing again brought upon the ftage, ] ane 


Mr, Sidenham p. 14. 
Saich, Let us come to circumcifien the (eal of the covenant. — 
Auf. That the vail of ficth,which chr Pang over M.S’s 
eyes, may be removed, chat he may look above circumcifion, the Scripeure 
m2) inform him that circumeifion is not a of the covenant, but ir is | 
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| | 
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a Token of the Covenant, Gen. 17.11. and though it is called a {eal of 
the ot Abrabam » Gen. €. compared with Rom 4,11. 
yet this makes not citcumcifion a feal of the covenant { and if it were, 
it could not feal more then isimthe covenant, that is, temporall mer- 
cies :"amd as it was the feal of Abrabams righteoulnels , which he had 
before circumcifion, and not given by circumcifion, Rem, 4. 10. with 
whom the covenant was firft made, Tochis 1 anfwer , circumeifion 
as a feal relating to Abrabam,holds ferth. Gods approbation of Abrabam : as 
figns and miracles did confirm the approbation of the faith of che Apoftles, 
Mayk 16.17. and the converhion of the peeple is the feal or apy robation 
of the Miniftery, 1 Cer.g.2. that therefore every ones faith mutt be fo con- 
frmed, God not beginning an adminiftration , or nor making am original] 
covenant with them, but doing for Abrabams fake, or chufing theic A- 
poftles to be chofen witnefles, is neither comfonant to Scripture, or reafon : 
fo chat che Scripture in the old Teftamemt never ipeaks more, then thar 
circumcifion. is a figae of the covenant made in the flehh, 17. 41, 
and as it relates with refpe& of a particular application to Abvabam, it was 
the {eal of his rightcou{nefs, which,as I proved before, was not by means of 
circumcifion : and though we do difclaim Abyabam to be our Father by cir- 
cumcifion, in that thereby he was buc a Father of fome Nations,all being 
Jews , or made Jews by circumcifion, Exed. 12. 48. Gen. B7e1§. yer 
we do own Abrabam as vo the example of faith, as Mr. Ssdenbam rightly 
flaces it, to be our Father, from the Oathand Promife God made to dbra- 
ham, Gen.22,16,17,18, compared with G4l.§.6,7,8,9. Rem.4.12516. | 

Now that Abrabam was a believer before, Gea, 17. fo that God did 
ble{s Abraham, and chat circumcifien did feal his Faith he had though 
mot as the Apoftle faith by circumcifion , Rem. 4.11. ido gramt: but chat 
God gave Abvabam in cireumcifion, more then Abraham begged of God, 
Gem. 15. 3,48. or that God did give Abyabam more then an inheritance of 
which cireumcifion was a token,Gek,17.4,11. this I defend ; and chat there- 
fore circamcifien was not an adminiftraciom to make Church-members , 
defire (this being fo much miftaken) to produce thefe reafens ceo the 
contrary, | 

1. Becaufe they did not circumcife in the Temple , er bya Prieft, bur — 
awoman, Exed, 4.25. and others did circumcife, 5. 3. 

2. A ftranger by circumcifion , was mot faid to be of the Church 5 butas 
one of the Nation, Exed. 12.48, and ifany refuled to be circumeiled, 
they wére not to be excommunicated out of the Church, bat to be cut off 
out of the Nation, Gen.17.14.and thatthe Charch is not the Nation,Realoa 
the feventh proves. 

3. The Female was not circumcifed, and yet Haga and other Wo- 
men were of the Church ¢ and if in the Man the Woman might be ad- 
witved into the Church, why might not the Woman in the Man be bap- 
tized, and receive the Lords Supper ? finct they would have /baprifm<o 


ucceed circumcifion, 
Beeaufe God faid , that the 


> 
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figne, 07. 11. wasa covenant in the ficth, Gem. 17.13. and God did 


never vromife more then a temporal) inheritance in that covenant, Gen, 15, 
3.18. compared with Gen. 17,35 49 8. | 

g. In the cafe of Diab marrying with Sichem, all that was defired of 
him , was this, thacthey fhould be one people, « Swbem, &c. would be ~ 
circumeifed ; which was done without any change of religion, Gen. 34. 22, 
24. and though it might be fuppofed (as we do with our children) they 
would endeavour te learnthem, and make them iubmit co their Keligion ; 
yer alt this emdcavouring , like the paincs thanwe take in the nurture and 
adinonition of our Children , did not admit or make chem vilible Church- 

embers, buc oncly made preparation for their admiflion: as the next 
reafon willfully clear ir. 

6, Becaule to the Jews God faid, Gather my Saints together unio me, thofe 
that have made acovenamt with me, by facifice. Pial, go.5. and Zeph. 3.9. its 
prephefied both of ews and Chriftians , that they fhould /erve God with one 
conjent; Theretore Children not facricing, whereby thefe might be a vifi- 
ble appearance of Faith and Repencance, and they net being willing or 
knewing te /erve God with ene confent , could not be of the vifible gathered 
Church , or chey were not vifible Church-members : for to make a vifible 
Church member, there muft be fomcthing appearing im the party that is 
ro be admitred, fo as to give his confent ; but in a Child we have or {ee no- 
thing, thac reprefents the face ot a Church-member, 

7. Children by circumcifion were not made Church-members, becaufe 
after they had been circumecifed, they were prefented unto the Lord in the 
Temple ; and our Saviour did no more for them, when they were brought 
unrohun, then blefs them, by praying for them, Mat, 19. 

8. God was {aid tohavea Church in the Wildernels, aff. 7. 38. and yer 
for forry yeers cogether they were not circumciied ; and theretore circum- 
cifion made nora Church, if bapcifm, as Mr.Sidembam faith, doth not 
make onc ; ter fo he faith, pag.166. Bapti'me net fe me a Church. 

9 Becaufethe Gent Jes had a Church,as Mr. Baxicry hath notably proved 
by feb, &c. and Abraham was ot the Church before, and yet the Gentiles 
were never circugciied,and Abraham had not been circumcifed, but that 
God made circumcifien'a fagne of the covenant,which was to give him aleed 
by Savab, and to make him a Father, and Savab a Mother ot divers Nations, 
Gen 17.6,16 for as all Nations whether Jews or Gentiles,are blefied in Abra- 
bam,this was not by circumcifion, but by oath and promife made to Abraham, 
Gem. 23. 6, 17,18. as che Apoftle, Gal. 3. 9. compared with Heb. 6,13,14. 
fully declareth ; and cheretore we do not look at circwmcifion , chat it did 
admit unto the Church, or that bapcifm should luceced it, circumeifion re- 
lating to cemporal promiles. 

to. Becauie chele words inthe covenant whereof circumcifion is a figne, 
will be thy God, and a thy feed after thee , were oncly {poken of Gud, chac 
he might maaiteR himiclt to be a Ged in providence, to make his temporal] 
good to Abraham,and ftrangers thar fhould fojourne with 

m God excepting again aonc in circumcifion, as he in point of 


a 

: 

| 
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falvation : and therefore God exprefly declared his meaning, that in refpe& 
of che covenamt whereof circumcifion was a figne,he was their God to make 
goed his promife to give them the Land of Camaan, Levit. 36, 44, 45. and 
in that he condemned and tooke away this circumcifion, making\ a new 
covenant, net according to the oldcovenant, declares chat the old ceves 
nant had ao {piritual promifes, Heb. 8.6, 7,8, 9. 

tr. That Mr. Sidenbam and Mr, Baxter making circumcifion to bring 
Children imco the Church, is but from their own wiefted confequences, for 
there is no fuch Scripture that faith, Circumcifion makes a Child a member 
of the Church., neither is there amy Scripture chat can prove circumcifion a 
covenant of pare grace, er that baptifm doth fucceed it, upon which they 
ground their conclufion or coniequence, 

13. If baptifm fhould fucceed circumcifion , them it could not be faid, 
that baptiim is the like figure of Noabs Ark, 1 Pet. 1. 21. in which there was 
no Children, nor did any enter into it, but fuch as believed the word 
preached unto them. 

13. They were debrors tothe Law , not by covenant or contra& (the 
Law ness) made tour hundred amd forty yeers after circurcifion , Gal, 3. 
17.) and cherefore they were debters co the Law by cenicquence, asa thing 
that followed,and was after umpefed upon the people ; fo that they were not 
circumeifed upon that account. 

14. They were twice circumcifed, The firft time, in token they thould © 
inherit the promifed Land. And the fecond time , as being come to poflels 
it, Jofbua therefore citcumcifion did nos make them Church-mem- 

The great thing then which Mr. Sidenbam pag. 9. {peaketh of in this con- 
troverfie , the mature of the covenant being fully and plainly difcovered, 
its too apparent that he hath been too much difcipled by the Jewith rabbies, 
in making the Covenant by their traditions and doctrine, greater then ever 
God intended it, whereby the promife and oath God made to Abrabam , 
whereby he is the Father of the fairhful,hath beeh over-looked ; Therefore 
Mr. Sidexham failing to make good his hinge and maine weight, in thinking 
to make all promiles te Abraham as Father to the faithful, co be held our in 
circumcifion , and that it was a feal of the covenant , and baptifm a {eal of 
the new covemaat, in all which his errors and miftakes have been plainly 
difcovered ; yet I would not have Mr. Sidembam or any of his judgement, 
to think, that I have denied him that which may be fome have, er he hath 
expeGted to have granted him (as I fhould readily have done, if it 
had been Gods truth) in relation to the covemant whereof circameifion was 
the figne : as thaugh, it Mr, Sidenbams and Mr, Baxters coniequences were 
granted him, he could thereby preve his infant-baprifin; for this I fay, 
that though he were certain that a Child were in the ncw covenant of the 
Gofpel , yet no vifible fruit of holinefs , of profeflions of faith, coverfation, 
ind willing defire of baptifm being made co appear , fecret things belong- 

ing unto God, and we being comamanded as be to bape 

‘Uze them ; itsnotin Mr; Sidenbam, gainisy Chrifts wilt and 
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to make the admiffion into the Church, Liat as he fancieth by any pre- 
cended pretences, confequences, of precedents, or toadmit a Child, or ig- 
morant perfon, not being by Chrift colcraced , lccing according to his own 
pretended light, he did not regulate circumcifion to a former adminiftra- 
tion, neither is there amy Scripture to prove thac baptifin tucceedeth cir- 
eumcifien , but both by command and cxample the Scripture doth prove 
the contrary; therctore im the fimplicicy of the Gages » excepc Mr. will 


- fice from Scripturc, amd juitibe the talling away from the faith, fo that in 
this point of latant-baptiim,he frould comply with the tradition of Popery, 


he hath hitherto produced nothing to uphold his comtrovertic in this great 


thing, foundation and hinge, which 1 have aniwered, To proceed then, 


| Mr. S. p, 22. 

Infants, if believers, were mever cast out of the wifible Church of Chrift, of 
which they were once 1m. 

Anjw, According co that maxume , Omnis privatio jmplicat babiium , 
know that every dilpoficflion implicch a poficflion ; Infants cannot therefore 
be caft out of the Church, betore he can prove them admitted: and if 
Mr. §. or any man living can cell us by what-vifible adminiftration , Chil- 
dream were admitted vilfible Church-members before che timc of Abraham, or 
in the Geatiles Church, or-by what Scripture they are {aid to be admited 
members by cirumcifion ; 1 all admire bios and them , and acknowledge 
their difcovery , defiring himcill then not to conclude, that we do caft them 
out, ordeny themany tNimg, that can be con{cientioufly granted them. 

Mr. S. chap. 4. p. 30. 

In that Mr, Sidenbam doth make a wetold diftinftiion,, of being in cove- 
nant, in rclation to the clettion of grace: and fecondly , to be in cove- 
namt, m facie vifibelis ecclefie 

Aafw. To thislaniwer, firft, thac onely the ele& are in covenant ef 
faving faith, which is called as he faith, by Divimes, inrencionally in cove- 
nant, as God intending oncly to fave them, Lagree; oncly this may be ob- 
ferved , 1. Thar che of Grace is not by the Covenant whereof Cir- 
cumxilion isa figae, 2. That it upon this account, chat is, Predeftinauon, 


_ we fhould look on children, then children of believers, as well as believers, 
- Papiits, Turks, and Intidels, may be in the Eleétion, even betore they be 


called ; and yer this will give mo liberty co children, umul their fecret cleai- 

on be made vifibly ap aris through a gracious call, 4.2.38: 
Inchat Mr. §. eels us that there is a being in Covenant im facie difbilu 

im the tace oj a vifible Church ; I confefs, thara vifible Charch | 


fhould have a tace, fo thar they may fee, hear, and {peak with enc another, 


co yeeld up chemicives to ferve God with ene confent, Zeph.3.9, but how he 
will make Inianrsin fwadling-clouts fuch vifible members, 1 know not. For 
want of {uch a face of the Church, Mr. S. | fuppofe excludes Infants from 
the Lords Supper, though he confeficth that chereby the Church is made ome 
boy, 6g. and fe doth the Apoftle, 3 (7.10.17, * 
do abfolucely deny that ever there was any Covenant, by ver- 


tue of which Ged {aid a childe fhould bc coumred a membcr of the vifible 


Church, 


2 


Chutch. . Therefore Mr.S’s cae. te prove chat by Ceyenant children 
were brought into the Church, are to be examined. 

1, Asco that place, Rem.9.4. which Mr, S. produceth ; 

Tanfwer, thar it onely holds forth the feveral priviledges belonging to 
the Jews, but doth not hint fo nauch as one word, that by Circwmcifion chil- 
dren any brought im facie vifibilis Ecclefiea, or made members of the vifible 
Church, 

2, To that place, 

Tanfwer, It isnot acall proved that Circumeifion did ac all relate to Re- 
ligiom, but that God faid chat he would make them a people , ashe promi-'. 
fed, Gen.17.6,16. to make Abvabam a father of many nations, and fo Sarah 
fhould be a mother of many nations, as I have proved betore . of which 
Corcrant Circamcifion was the figne. 

3. Tothat place, and Job. 1.11. I cannot fee the leaft conje- 
&ure of a Covenant, | 

4, To the laft place, P/al.so.5. Gather my faints together , that is, make a 
vifible Church , This | acknowledge : but chat amy children were gathered, 
the next words tell him who they be that God would have gathered, cven 
(uch as have made a Covenant wilb facrifice : not {uch as are of the covenant 
whereof cirewmcifion is but a figne,but fuch as have made a covenant with me 
(faith God facrifice 10 that we finde no fhadew of proof in the places pro- 
duced by M.S. that children are of the viible Church, To another relation, 

Mr. S. chap.s. page 35. endeavours to open that place, Ads 3. 39. Fer 
the promife is made um you and your childrew, Xe, 

An{w, Inthe pretended opening of which Scripture, Mr. $: indeed hath 
fo over-veyled the fame, and fhuc it up in Logical DiftinQions, Critical 
Queftions, and Wiefted Applications , that | may fay of this Scripture, as 
the parents faid of theirion, It foclearly thineth, that it isable to aniwer 
for it felf, Thefe be the words: Repemt and be baptized cvery ene of you,n the 
mame of the Lord Jcfus Chrift : far the promifc is made untoyou, and te your chil - 
dren, and to all that ave afar off, even as many ae the eur Ged call. 
Now the promnife here, which Mr,S. omitted, as the antecedent to be related, 
was to receive the holy Ghoft, by fuch as did repent and were baptized, and 
whe are here faid to repent,to be baptized, & te receive the holy Ghoft: but 
fuch of them, and of their children, and them that are afar off, and of their 
children, with chis reftri@ion,svuem lo as many, and no more,chen the Lord eur 
Ged pall call. Sothachere isa plain reftriGion, and application to whom 
this promilé is made,even te as many as the Lord eur God {hall eall. And there~ 
fore no heart could defire a more fulland plain expreflion of the minde of 
God. And therctore Mr.$.hath aot opened,but fhut up,or che ftream 
cthofe gracious expreflions of Scripture, And yet upon eonclufionsaiter 
a great deal of difcourfe,chis chapter confifting of almoft a sheet per,he 
Concludes,that however this Scriprure holds forth the premife of 
the Gofpel, beth Jews and Gentiles,and their children: which is true, if the 
laft words,wherein all che bufinefs depends, be applicd,whereby we may 
fee te whem this promile is made,cven to ae many as theLord omr God {bal cal. 


Mr, 5. 


éversot 
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Mr, S. chap.6, pag.4s. having Sa endeavoured to plead his own 
caufe, by the ftrongeit Arguments which by confequence he could produce, 
now endeavouring to throw dowa our foundation in this fixth chapter, he 
tclis us, that our great plea from Mai.3.8,9. is made vain. 
Theie be Mr. S’s words : 

That we take off the Objections let ms view that place fo much Reed 
Matth.3.8,9. When faw many ef the Pharifecs and Sadduces come 
to his Baptilm, he fayce, O gencration of vipers; who hath forewarned you 
to flee from the wrath to come ? Bring torth fruits mect for repentance, And 
think not to fay that you have Abraham to your father ; for-lfay that God 
is able of thefe ftones to raife up children untoAbraham, Fioms this text 
they gather, The pretence of being Abrabams childyen could nol give them aright 
to Baptif{m. And if John denyed Abtabam's [ced upon ibat account, much mere 
would he the adopted cb.ldrin. 

That this no [uch ominows place again Infant-baptifm, confider whe they 
were be (bake unto, the Phavifees and Sadduces, men of age, and accencrate from 
Abrabams faith, perfens that lived in their own warks and rightcoufneB : tbere- 
fore he calls them a generation of vipers , which was not as they were Abrahams 
children, but as they walked not in Abvabams (lips, aed were quite degencraie. - 

Anfw. Towhich I anfwer, that the plea is not vain (as Mr. S$, in the con- 
tents of his chapter precendeth )that is by us made from Matrh.3.8,9. though 
to obfeure the light that cherein thineth, or for Mr. S. to light his candle, or 
plots or interpretation, to darken the {un-light ot exprefs Scripture, is la- 

urinvain, inthar, 

1. I fay, that Matth:3.8,9, in the general, is dire&ly againft Infant-ba- 

ifm, in chat none but fuch as have taith and repentance muft think eo be 
Coptined, is as clear a place as can be dcfired or pleaded for. 

2, That the preremce or confequence from Circumcifion, from this of Jat. 
3.8,9. Think not te [ay yew bave Abrabam to your father, is alfocondemned , it 
appears that did not judge them to have any bench or privilecge as. 
being Abrahams according to the Law, Rom.4.16. whereby Abroham was 
their father by circumcifion,Gra.17.5,16. And cheretore apprehendin 
the Pharifees and Sadduces ( as Mr. S. &c. do)-+o ftile themiclves, throug 
this pretended priviledge frem Abrabam,without looking home tor faith and 
repencance, which every childe of Abvabam fhould have, which calls Abra- . 
bam father by faith, as onely they that believe ought te do, Gal. 3.7, there- 
tore, to undeceive the Pharilees and Sadduces, and to unbottom them, and 
to throw down their fandy foundation, that Jebm in the fimpliciry of the 
Gofpel might be downright with them, (though it’s crue, that Mr.S. fayth, 
that he did not call them a generation of yipers,as they were Abrabams feed, 
yet) that they might not through fiefhly comhdence make their plea, or reft 
upon this account, that they might be baptized, being but Abvabams {eed 
according to Law,and aor by faich,he cells them (to undeccive them) faying, 
Think nat to [ay that yeu bave Abraham to your fatber, as that you fhould think 
upon this account,thar I fhould baptize you;therefore Zobm,without as much 
as taking notice( which he would have done, it there had been caufe) of any 
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Jegal priviledge they had by Abiabam co plead for Baptifm , onely exhorts 
them to faith and repentance, by which they are the children ot .4brabam by 
faith, Row.4.12,36. Gal.3.7. which Jobm makes the ground ot his admittance 
gnto Baptiim unto which Golpel-ordinance, none but a taught difciple, by 
the exprefs and plain words of Chrift, ought to be admitted, And theretore 
our plea, that th. pretence of being Abvabams children by Law, or Circam- 
cifion, could not give a right to Ba epee as bath been before often proved, 
is very warrantable : fo chat JZebmdid not defire to difpoflefs them, or que- 
{tion them as the Legal feed, or children ot Abraham; but oncly jet them 
know, thacthey not to have fo much as a thought to get Baptifm, 
though they fhould think to ay Abi aham ow: father : which in 
other vefpects, ic was both awful for them to think, protefs, and affiim, that 
they were Abrabams children according 1o the Law , buc yet not to plead it 
as a confequence for Baptifm, much leis tor their childrens, And, buc that l 
ftrive not Lo take advantage upon ¢Cvery occ, fion, it’s an eafie thing to prove 
by che words of Chrifl, in that he did approve of the Pharifees to (it m Me- 
fes chayr, and of cheir dcCirine ; and in chatthey (as the word Pharifce figni- 
fierh) did expound the Scripture; and chat the Sadduces were ftrict living 
men, that gave much tothe poor, though they (admitting of nothing but 
the letter of the Scripture) denyed the refurreétion: yer, as Authors cefti- 
he, they were the belt of the Jewifa Church, and did uphold circumecifien, 
though,as many that pretend to the Church, they ftood for traditions, and 
had Petr failings , and, through unbelief in Chrift, were a generation of 
Vipers that they were quite cut off, and d« generared trom Abrahams 
feed by the Law, he cannot prove, as may appear by Chrift, 7ol.8.37,39. 
And therefore Joba not approving of them upon this account, as being .4- 
brabam’s feed according. to the Law, makes it clear, that Jolin did object 
both againft them for their evil lives, and for pretending that they fhould 
have Baptifm, from the pretence that Abraham is their father accerding to 
the Law, as before faid, Therefore we ftand to our plea, that Matib,3.3,9. 
is not onely againft Infamts baptifm in the general, but alio againft the very 
confequence which (from Circumcifion, whereby Abrabam is a father accor- 
ding to the Law) is pretended, to uphold the fame. And cherefore children 
were not baptized by febn,asthough, as Mr.S, fayth, p,47. they were neg- 
lef&ted by Febu, as Le h he could not have got time co attendto baptize 
them; but, Jobn did them,becaufe they were not Abrakam’s feed 
accordiag co the that is,they were not adiually 
believers, otherwife Zoba would not have been guilty of {uch partidlity and 
injuttice ; for Fobn retufed none but fuch,and all {ach whatfoever,as in whom 
there was not the appearance of the fruits of faith and repentance, Adis 1§. 
1,2,3,4. And feemg, by Mr.S. children were not baptized by Joba, and yet 
all Fuded and Frvulalem , and all the regions reund abou: Fordamc,came to Jebus 
I hope he be perfwaded thar countric» and houtholds 
may be baptized, and yet children, ignorant, and pro‘anc, according to 
Chrifts command, may juftly be debarred ef the faid Gofpel-Ordinana. 
p.49. 1 Cor.7.34« were your children umcleapbut BOW 


{ 
¢ 


| (22 

Anfw. All chat are of Mr. $’s Had are fo partial, and do fo appa. 
rently contradi& themfelves in the application of holinefs, as pretending ic 
relates unto childrens Baptifm ; in that, as they pretend to bring children 
into the Church, in that they faythey are holy ; fo onthe comtrary, they 
excommunicate them out of the Church, frem being partakers or members 
of the Body or Charch in the Lords Supper , becaufe they want taith and 
holinefs, which is required in all communicants, Therefore I care the lef 
to trouble my felf or others in further anfwering this wrangling confe. 
quence ; for they themfelves thew fufficiently, that it is not rclative holi- 
ne{s, as being appropriated to God, as the veilcls in the temple, I Sam.21,¢. 
bur, it is the Rofinels of converfation; which we nor they cannot fee in a 
childe ; the greund, with faith, of admiflion intoan Ordinance: which rule 
as they walk by in admiflion unto the Supper ; fo, by the jame rule chey 
eught to walk, in the admiffion into the Ordinance ot Baptifm. And there- 
fore Mr, T. is mot (as Mr. S. faycth) coo critical, co enquire whether children 
holy inherently, imputatively, or invifibly: for unlefs there be a manifefta- 
tion of holjneis, as the fruit of the inward grace, we ite not adifciple : and 
therefore man being judge of Baptiim, cannot, by the rule or comimiflion of 
Chrift, judge a chi de baptized. Andtherefore as Fryer con{e- 
quence, That becaufe Angels were holy,we may pray, Hallowed be thy name: 
fo Mr. $. pretending children are holy, evga we may bapuze them, is equally 
to be condemned, 


Mr. S. chap. 8 & 9. 

In which he endeavours, from the cutting of the Jews, and ingraffing in 
of the Gentiles, to relate'to a vifible Church-memberfhip, in aniwering 
Mr. Tombs cight Arguments to the contrary. 

To which 1 anfwer, That, without any partiality, IT cannot fee burt that 
Mr. T’s exght arguments are fo unanfwercd by Mr. S, that it were co eclipfe 
Mr, T's light , and co take upon me an unneceflary task, to anfwer Mr, S. 
Mr. Tembs’s cight Arguments {hining more glorious, through the oppofition 
made againft them. That I may fire onely hint fomerhing that may 
further difcover the myftery of cutting eff and graffing im, cc. I conceive it 
cannot be underftood of vifible Church-memberfhip, which is but a confe- 
quence and efte& of Preaching ; but hereby God hath declared, in a more 

encral way, his coral withdrawing away of his prefence , as denying the 

ews, and affording of the Gentiles means of falvation, Sochat we may 
underftand veet aud branch, as root and ruth or branch isexplained , I/ai. 
14. And therctore as Pasl, 13.46. {ayth, was that the werd 
of God flould firR bave been univyou bat fering you put fPomyou, ena 
judge pour felvesunwerthy of everlasting life, ley we ture tethe Gontiles ; thus, 
there was a cutting off, and ingraffing in; rejecting the Jews, and affording 
of the Gentiles of the means ef {alvation. 

To proceed, Mr.S. chap.to. pag 88. fheweth the Rarmonyof Matth. 19. 
with Mark 10, and Lake 18.: concerning che bringing of Intants to Chrift, 
and his 2&s towards them. 

Not vo ectafion diftord co fuch a harmony , the ground 
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confequence biel Tighou gbc. are notofichiat opi - 
nion) the ftrongeit comlequ¢nce is precended for infant. baptifm,; chere- 
fore Mr. S. Sc. ices ghatwe.dodefireta declare, that. weate {fo 
acted with che Spirit of Chift and his Apoftles, to follow his fLeps, Petz. 
21. who is on? 94.30, every thiig whereby the«cign o: 
Chrift, in cajing up inthe fpisicef the Apoftles and Prophets, gew,20, 
be made chat we may profels to Che ift, Miracles ex- 
cepted) invall things., in thac th all things: was the greacfervant of 
God in obeying, 1/4s.42.1. Lherctore, | humbly conceive, theyre not to 
be judged, chat are made willing to imitate Chrift ,:as in praying for a blef- 
ug for meat and drink, and te bles the elements of bread andwiine in the 
rds Supper, if "they alio shall in umication af Chrift children by pray - 
ing tor chema:..yee inthis we hare noc che lea ft ground as ali forthe Goipel- 
ordimance of baprifad, though hereinout. dove. amd care 
children, to feck God fox/them, and that chey may be brought up im the nar- 
ture and Admonuion ef the Lord, is dilcoyered, 

Mr, S, chap.11. pag,§03. wherein the method of God inthe Old Tefia- 
menr, of adminiftring Ordanances in families, andba ptizing houlhelds, ia 

Anfw. Though Lacknowledge., as, Mr. S. hath declased, that Abraham 
andihis houfle was cirqum¢ifed , and might alleadge shat Abrabaw: had no 
children in his how{c, being thiricen yeers eld ,.and as.yet wn- 
born, when Abraham was cirepmeiled yetthis.needeth not te be alleadged, 
for Mg. $, cannot prove that was brought into the he-be- 
ing inthe Churel befpye amd I/rael his fons.it he,were:called to after, 
- bring hisioffering urtcoph¢ altar, was,alioe yifible member of the Chutch, 
And befides, Circumcifion being but the figne @f acempord! 
“covenant; 37. 84 1 haye, before fully proved , fee no 
ground, froim dbrabam's how fhold bcing circusaciled.,. to be a prefident or 
~nxcthod (as you callie) for of chikdren which camnat profels; ice- 
-ing, upon profefiion, hath ordained adl co be called to vac Ordinance 
ot Baprifm., Amd thagwhch pays, all she intel 
Clearly comovesthisitrup Wren fappolition im vthen vthole linwtholds 
‘were baptized; 2s.in all his henle feared: Gad and 
of the Jayker and his baptized: 5 dc faid} thac.be and all 
bis heufe beard the word of God ver, 
an Ged with:all: var. Andwhea Pel baptized che houtheld of 
Stephanus, Cor.t.16 it’s faidjn the the 
there is a conftanc method to elf shéreshen had deen a childe 
in hiowle,. the goingiso! facar, aot knowingof Bapcim (a thouland 
families not hay wg little chaldren,cas cither noc being marticd, barren, oF 
ancient) I conceive the like would haye been mentioned... And cherefored 
do not ds Mt. fmithychap.6. pag 47. shat childeen were negie@ed for 
ithad beenghe will of God, the, Apoftles prized 
them, and would aot world th¢ holy 
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‘the houle bcheved, os. when licufholds were baptized. 


S, chap.ite peg.s09, inwhich Ci and are com 


To which I anfwer: Mr. S. having pleafed huafelf to rou! over the fame 
(1 may iay, 4 flene of offcnc:) im wumbling it back again, we being tuk. 
ly with it, chap,t. 3,3. So chat Mr. 1 fuppoic , wall not inde ie 
ulctul tor his building : therefore I much admire, that he would compare 
yer mabe both look fo like themiclves, . 
asthar, pag-414, che onc (he iaych) cuing away fin, as with a knife 5 and 
the other wathing ix away with wacer, In which words of Mr. S. there ap- 

aced not further comiure it. And yct ic is fo precious in his eyes, as that 
the darkmefs of Uncharitablenefs hath fo far his {pirit,({as am com- 
Srainedtofey ) that he farther hath judged his brethren, Thar if 
fobricty weigh (uch comfiderations, thcy would not with - 
toolb cont write and (peak of Infant baptifm. 

Te which wordsot Mr. S. in cach, plaimncis, and inthe fmpliciy of 
the Gefpcl, 1 fay umo him, Brother , Gift cake 
Own cycsywhich makes you imag nc you ice brethren wam fabsicty a 

wildom, in thon shey vith fae ind weer: chine 
Who is moft inconfiderate, I pray you che 
blood ef Chrift, and not that of Circumcifion, which is the tcuncain; and 
metof warecr, that is fe: ep ter fin and for unckannefs, Z ch. 13,1. Did not 
ry bold forth this dottrinem teaching that Original fin is wathed away 
Bs ifm? Certainly upon iecond thoughts, | hope Mr, S, will aot come 
his defpiied b. cthien of fee! comempt , Spon this 
hach corrupted and perveried the Ordinance, they deny your doctrine 
ing Baptim and Circumcifion , 
crofs of Chrifi: and therefore there neithe: wams wildem nor fob: iecy 
im thofe, thetupon this account do zealoufly oppofe the sfcrib ng of jutti- 
fication Cistuancifion and Infants baprifm ; iceing Circumcifion did never 
an | dm cyred, to meet Agam with Circ 
which was fo Glenced by the firft General Afiemblyy 25. methinks 
be receivedby us thacfaccedtham, = 
Toantwer farther: That Circumcifion, ss Mr.§. prevendeth , hath ae- 
with Baptilms, wemay obfcrve, 
1, Thas Baprifm is pon profeffion and prayer : but Circumcifion with- 
hath relaciog to the Church called our of the world but Cire 
Cumcifion was onely the token of an catayl ot imberitage,in which the world 
@ere gathered, or made mation, Fred.16.48." 
in both men end wouicn into the Church : berCitr- 
@umcifien had no relation to the male. Amd therefore ] know Botinwhas 
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Me. chap.23- 

holding come 
To which 

picad isco 
which you 


thereby, chat Mr. S. 
acts. Butibagice, 
wi Maal 96.3 9,16. where- 
confuwced. | 

and explanation of the commiffion of 


ix will furcher chat Mr 
w appear, or 
cate the command of im chat he would have che nd 

in words of Chrift, Geteach and baptizs , tomecan {prinkic an untaught 
ifciple Am maplicice comradsftion to the Gofpel-Ord: as in 
ext chapter will more appear, 
In which the fignification, or what itis to be 


That you may fee adr, hath done in this bufincls, and 
how little his Humane authority, which pag.1 33. fi.1..be fayth, ate the bef 
guides in chis cafe; It canmot be dcmyed, bur that atcer produced 
Scapula, Pafer, and Gretint, co thew their yudgemenc of Baptifm out of his | 
ingcouity he comfefleth( which is all which We defire to be thar : 
Authors, in the ftriGtet feafe » acknowledge , aad do imerpret bapt 
im@crfion, that is,to be covered: all over , ‘or, as the Scriprure a 
d im Now behold how T ruth prevaileth 
fer him{cit, and all his learning, to inde fome icrupic or deube again® the 
known received practice of Chrift and his in bapti{m, : 
‘a,and Gretims, confels, puzing is 
tdimance, ar eachens (as us) did with 
had not fecn hum before his refurreGion. For, to den 
uic ot water in. baptiim, Ar, S, fiees to te Oracle of the 
wonder ful ! how gropes he, or {tumbleth fer light om che peop-éay 
hardly would he adgait of Baptifas ? In that he faich che be 
pou or cups ; what then > do you chink them fo flovenly, that they 
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tells us, chat Col. 2.22, 23, ie famous place 
xpect any ercac spplaudet , Grft, in that M, confefieth 
ghas {ome ivines are of comrary ement,. And if all be not, they ma 
fee caule ot better information, if chey conker, thet in walle 
withess banas which ptecedeth, ver£13. which Baptifes cannot Succeed, v.12. 
cherctore this place which Mr, S. produceth, canaot be famous, excepe 
4 
4 


‘evérin the water® Alas,' Mr. S. alas, this raining inder the ‘fig-treefox 
thelcer, difcovers Pve's makedriefs, Truvly, thefe criricaltancies amdwreft.’ 
| ed hold water. You are teceived, it yow think to blindc 
eye from beholdimp’the right wie of the elemicnt of warer 


which deicended buried, and forthit cantik they Hold 
fot thac there was mmuichwatér be place ba 
fote'thouyh at che beginiting of the Chaprer, and Jaw lines’ 
but twe, you have pronitied to clear uptheault; yerindeed youhavedone 
aathing Butie's nb matters the jan ol Truth can. thine thorow your 

darknels, which cannot comprehend it. And that-which makes me humbled, 
is this, that I {ee you do much endeavour co put a veyl upénthe Werd 5 
p.1gq. you lay, Lei yout Vor | caft over) the Scriptures 
whith ovine for annem, that lobe Covered ever in 
bapiiim, Marth.3,. 13. AE “Whar chink you, Mr. have not 
titres facisPed Yau ag aiaft (prinkling , or pourme water on the 
7 taceot a childe 2 Not to trouble you lew much Mr, Rriveseto évado 
with his diftir & exghat Chrift came novowr Gf the waterias though 
Philip was nog baprizcuPas Chit’, ‘whont-he confeficth to have come 
che water. cavilling' 4 whet wold hede 2 would he with 
his ab or ex dtny che panig imtothowater? Or what would mcan,{ays 
ing, thar Philp iffchewarer aselte Bunuch? whatywas 
Pinlip buricd in the as atic eunach ? Lord make us trucly 
humbled, How gladly would maa uphold lis fandyfomnéation ! or how 
lorh is a lofry {pirlt to become huprbied!Cannot aman baptiacyor put. ano- 
ther man irto rhe water, bur he mu ge as much unto theavacer as che party 
thar baptrizefh? How able place, 
where it is faid, Joba war Baptixinig Emony ne cy Salim, betawle there was wack 
waley theve, in regatd his fprinkl ng ceremony {peaks his comtradi€tion,] 
not fpend time to fo purpoféyto anfwer more then have faid,to whac he can 
allea againft the baptizing becautc ot water; fecing that as Kealon 
Fedns-like kath two faces, fome men have atace to objedt againft any thing. 

The lah pretence commanly for this Appin’ ts from the analotie it hath 
with Chritts burials) Buried with hits in baptiim. Hence 


they (ay it it clear, we be dipt'tnder water, elfe it willnet veprejent 
burial, yn this they put all thei confidince. 


Aafw, Our confidences it God and his Traths and therefore we thall 
be ready to an{wer , if you can more fetioully chen before obje& any thing 
| from Scfipture to prove the contrary practice ; And therefore let us heap 
what Mr, 5, hathfo pag.r38. in chefe 
Plunging the whole beady im water, net burial for thecuhem of 

the Jews was, to (wi om: a place like acave, dem, owt of avetk te lay their 
bodies amdyas it 15 obferved by a man of creastearning and 
when we flecp ix on’ benfes we may be [aid to be bwricd baving [emeibing ever 
Out beads. | 
chacMr, S. hath acknowledgeds thawte be covered over. head, 


repre- 
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veprefents,buria 1; or to be buried in baptifim, isto have the water cove ring 
ws in tins he hath, whether he intended or no, jaftihed our rotceding, and 
condewned his own iprinkling bufine{s or ceremony. To what Mr. S, fayth 
Mr. pag. 139. relates, bay of 

Secona’y , the manty of burying in Europe, ws mot by plunging the body in a pit of 
but by casting ov dung om the porfom : fe that the pou out watcr on the 
face of am pafjive merc te anfwer the fimilitude of big- 
vying the calling ime tbe water, reberein there is fome motion of ili party 
bum lf, contributing baptifm, 

An(w. io that Cheift went invo the water, and prayed in the water; arid 
thacin imitarion of Chrift it is laid, be baptixzed—calling upon the 
Name of-the Lord 5 the myftery ot a burial is held forth , nor fo muth from 
paflive deadne{s, as in being leparated and covered in the water, whereby 
deadnels in thacact-is declared, And this'Mr, S. pag. 138. that to be cover- 
cd, is intplyed im burialand that this covering in water is not by {prinkling ; 
tor im ftead of covoring the childe, to reprefent # burial, Mr.S, cakes another 
courfe,.or the Good-wives, by his’ permi#lion; for they take off the clorh, 
and make thechilds face, thar before was covered, to be uncovered, that he, 
may {prinkle a drop er two, or pour a little water on the face. Now hereby 
that he fhould reprefent-a burial, when he feems onely to rancize the face ;' 
it’s known chac: che childe isid far trom being covered, or hid from the peo- 
ple, or feparated, that che Goodwiyes hold it up in their arms, to be ranci-" 
zed in the face of the Congregation. Which methinks Mr: §, fhould nor fan-’ 
ci¢ to reprefent a/eurial : for m this he is as much miftaken, as he is by the’ 
book, he ces us, pag.14t, that the Jaylor was baptized in prifon: for 
A&s 16.30. the Jaylér brovghe out Paw our of prifon, and after had 
preached to the Jaylor, and to all-hishoufe, then the Jaylor. was baptized 
and that this was nor in prifon, as Mr. S, dreamed, it is faid after he was ba- 
we brencht them inte bis But this miftake is aot fo gtear, 
asthac Mr. S. hagh thus tar fuifcred his’ paflion to be preddmimant, asto 
pag.a4a. that if bere be wiy abjolutenced of dippime sit 10 Coal the brat of tbefe 
mens wits, deny bapiifin te be vue, because they have no! becn planged. 

Oh ftrange ! if this vex pepuls fhould come trom Chrift , what's 
that he cells. cooling the hear of {pirits ? Alas, Phy/itian, cool your 
But | hope he hath his check, as fam tronbled for his levity: for rhat freo 
zeal chat is inthe Saints, to the due adminiftration: of the Ordinance 
in Baptifm, is fuch a fire of zeal, that Mr, $, isnot ablexo quench it, And 
it there could be an outward remedy for hoc {pirits, it weré aunercy that tire 
{parklesof Mr. $’s youthtulnefs were-{6 far quenched’, chaticmight not"be 
hisrecreacion teconrradiatahe minde of Chrift imche right ufe of the el¢- 
iment of warer, in-baptifa ; which we do not, as Mr, S. faith, afcribe ro" 
plunging, but ta beovered over, or buricdwithChritt in baprifm, 

S. chap.16, pag.148. endeavouring thay che wathing of bddy§ © 

was nocmeane by baptfin ; and his Summoning vp lis forgite™ 


)tincples, eshe calicdichem, chap.t7. ang hisbufine!s in troubliag 


4 


then his recapitulation ot 


prevailed we canmat bul , Many Saints are inzacen'ly ander 
‘abe power of 


(48 


 imfelf abour the adminiftration of en chap.18. being things chat are 


not either granted, or demyed, picjudicial co the cauic, mo more acceflary 
is former principles, which doth ipcnd timc, and 
make him tedious to the Reader , as what he hath alleadged in Chrift’s be- 
ing bapuzcd by Joe's, chap.sg. pag.163. with his conceited Qucftion, Whe- 
ther Chrift did preach betore ne did baptize: All chele Chapters being bur 
of words, and dowbifal difp mations 1 not ftriving for maftery, but one- 


| as cngaged, endeavouring to undeccive the dcluded people in holuing 


rth the Truth; 1 fecing no edification tor me to follew the flying thadows 
of needlefs conjeftures , altogether as uncditying as endle® g malegis : 
Theretore oncly co the laft Chapter, wherein Mr. S. holdeth torth, pag .166, 
That Baptilm dab net form church 

Laniwer, That though Baptifm doth no more form a Church, thenit 


formeth a believer,noChucch hath been found or acknowledged which hath 


met been baptized. Therefore, chough chicugh the talling away from the 
Faith, Chriftiams can expericmce, that the work of gracc, in giving a fealto 
the Miniftcry, and chercupon there hath been a yecld ‘ng up of onc another 
to ferve God with one confent, whereby a Church hath gathered, be- 
fore thefe members (as in the Churches of all Independents )chey have been 


baptized : yet if the faid Independent Churches fhould.in mercy have their 


cys opened(as forme can ¢ lee and {ubaaic to the minde of Chrift 
im the Order of the Golpel, whereby the firft that is.im baptifm belaft difco- 
vered,then im this extraordinary work of grace, che work ot grace upon full 
trial being a, proved of,that the {aid Church be found to be patheredSainrs, 
and the ical of the M.niftery,then the {aid Churchyas aheuthold ot faichtul, 
without breaking their relation of Paftor and Flock, they may b> baptized, 
For we mutt not build upen another mans foundation; Chrift himielf own- 
ing the maa that caft out devils, though he followed mor the Apoftics: And 
though the Spoufes Gfter wam two brefts, yet was the owned for their fifter, 
Cant .8.8. So that whatfoever work of God is wrought , it is to be acknow- 
lcdged ; provided that che Paftor of the {aid Church be baptized by luchs 
Pattor of a Chu: ch thac is under the pragtice of Bapuim. | 
Thus much in anfwer to Mr. S’s book , as it relates unto Baprifm. 


ai trine Ba > concern: | 

Mr. S. Epift. Dedic, 
bave treated upen thefe twe [bj vix.d:nying of 
ef which cat mens affcAions, and creep at the beast like a ¢ 
Ax Opinion that been always ominens, and of wenderfal Prange 
fluence, accompanied with the moft ome retina: of Ervemrs , fince the 
Embryoef it was breaght fertle whetbcr by the judgemen! of Ged, from its 


ed 


‘watural and [ecret tonne xen with aber promciples of darkne , 1 will ne detere 


mine ; enc!y Ged bath jome black upon it,im every nation where 


Te 


| 

| 

| 


(39) 
To which, I rerurn this anfwer : | | 

That Hypocrires drawn out of the element of the world, receiving the 
acw wine ot the dorine of the kingdom «af heaven, into the old botiles of 
their hearts, Hymwen us-like, have made thipwrack of their profeflion, makes 
not the Opinion always ominous: nor doth the abufe ot drink condcma the 
hawtul enjoyment of the creature. For, if you had bur tafted,you might have 
experienced thar the do€rine of baprizing of belicvers doth, like all other 
Truths, 7eh. 07.17. fo fanctifie, and work, through Chrift, ‘uch a ipiricuad 
union with Chrift and all his Saints, chat imdeed a blindc and protane foul. 
cannot live in the clement of it, And therefore , if any fuch appear, that 
have owacd it, they cither forfake the Church, or theyare cut off by the 
Church, as withered branches; however, the cvil colmptilaed of (if ever it 
be vifiblc) though a Gangrene , may be cured with the knife of Excommu- 
Bic ation, 

Yeron che contrary, fuch inevitable evils attend Infant-Baptifin , that it 
isthe very hearieblood and pulic of the foul of Amichnft, and the oncly 
partition-wall, which hinders the communion ef »aints, and the greateft lee 
to the gathering and uniting of all Saints, imto Truth and Church fellow- 
thaccanbe So chat as long as it is practice, the fmoak fhall not 
fully vanith out of the Temple, And therefore fuch black chara&ers do 

im ic our, it being built wpon the foundation et wreftcd confequences, 

plicite taich, blinde charity, and pretended eee? thac Ancichrift hime 
felt, and all che profane fons ot rhe world, plead their own birthright. privie 
ledge in it, and reft under the cover or helcer of it : Though | muft with 
Mr. Sidemham conclude, that many Saints do acknowledge it, and as owned 
by the world do decry it. And cherefore it is ro be hoped. that,as the Saints 
fhall be more fully intormcd, Saintelike, they will renounce it, and will 

econd ching in comtroveriic , is denying o i 5 

1 hope whem mens Hearis come in tune, their Voices will Lkewife. The former 
denies merc fundamental principles, the Covemant im its extemt and (ubjctis, the 
Herne’ of crace, the riches of it werking in the New Teflamemt and contralts 
the Gop 1, leaving mere crace vifible um the Legal and Old nfa- 
of Pfalms , Hymns, and Spirienal 
( . As concerning Singing of Pfalms , Hymns, piritual Songs, 
though hope ro to be diftin& , which Mr. S, conccie 
veth to be individually united ; yet, as to the point in comtroverfic about 
Singing, chis I have te fay, That as Chrift fhall more and more rain, he 
thall rouze up and gather his Saints to be baptized imto onc body, 8 Cor.ts, 
24. and united inco, and aGed with the Spirit of Chrift and his Apoftles, 
that their hearts will be in cune: That as si se Churches caft off In- 
fant-{prinkling , fo Churches of Chrift under baprifm will return (6s fome 
of them for the prefent arejunto finging. And yet | fnde,thar hole chat are 
met under the prefent pradtice , dare not deny cheis tithe to the Ordinance 


of Singing. Bus thag denying lafsnt-ba prima is worte, of 


ale 
= 
any | 


evil at all, bur a fyubmiffion to the Ordinademand Commiflionof Chritt, in 

denying of Intanc baprifn 5 | muftinceds therefore further Tkatto pre- 

tend baptifm ot Infants. ro be helpful wo exalt free grace, is abfolutely to 

deny the grace of God to be free, which is comveyed without the Ordinance 

‘of bapcifm. Amd chat the childe of a reprobaye may be as foon under the 

.Covenant ef Freergrace, asthe childe of a believer: Andchat ho mancan 

‘Judge who arcunder the Covenaag of Free grace, and who are 

therefore we do mot baptize uponthis account, butas we-lee grace, faith, 

and confent vifibly appearing. And therefore their pretended light, thar 

will baptize the childrea of belicvers oncly, as from free grace pretended, is 

mofttull of darknefs, And if free grace had been a ground of baptila, 

| man could not have been the judge. And thar God doth require man to do 

nothing ignerantly, or doulting: andtherctore exprefly commanded 
(thoug may fal{ly pretend to fubmit unto the Rule; and in ad- 
micttuing them upon that account, own is ne who we fhall baptize, 
“evenevery onc that is difcipled by teaching, And therefore we leaving to 
act upon the pretence ef fe Covenang of Free-grace, we do not deny chil- 
dr¢n any outward warrantable priviledge, that was granced them before 4 - 
_ brabam’s days, in his days, or ever was done by Chrift or his Apoftles , “in 
prefenting them co God, in praying fora blefling for them, and:to bring 
4 thém up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord’; that as foon as cver 
i ‘this fecret will of God, in his free grace, fall be revealed, They may , ac- 

i cording to the command and example of Chrift and all his Churches, pafs 

| _the Gofpel-Ordinance of Baptifa, 


me & 


| 
i | 


Questions and Answers 
concerning the baptizing of ‘Believers 
onely, the manner of the adminiftration of | 
the Ordinance, with the reafons that may in- 


duce the Magiftrace to encourage the 
preaching thercof in Publike. 


| 


Hetbev is 4 Gelpel-Ovdinance ? 

Anfwer. in that | Chrift himfelt is the aythor o! it, and did \ Mat. 2%. 

after bis } re{urrection from the dead immediately command 19. 

it, and that all che Saints upon their profeflion ef faith were Mar, 28. 
accordingly baptized ; Therefore Baptifm doth appear co 7,16. 
be a Gofpel Ordinance, 
Quett. 2. “hether may baptifm be called a Seal ? 
In that man js judge of baptifm, and cha ic is againft che wif- 

dom and truth of God to {eal toa blank, or* uncertain condition;there- * Rem.7. 

fore baptifaa is no Scal, though commonly fo called, 
Qneit.3. de you call Baptifms, if it be met a Seal ? 

Anjw. Ba pafin is a |j principle of the foundation of the dodtrine of || Heb. 6. 

Chrift, a Goipel-Ordinance , the anfwer of 4 ceed conf{cience towatds 4, 2. 

God and man, and a figure of falvation, tt Pet. 3. 
Queft.4. Dhar tle end for whith bapti(m was erdaimed ? 21. 
Aujw.in that Chrift commanded to * preach the Golpel to every crea- * afar. 16. 

ture, and yer onely to baptize {uch as are || difcipled, or are caught the 1g. 

word of God,or believed; it doth therefore clearly appeargthat God im |{ afat.28. 

Chrift did ordain baptifm, co this end, that Chrift might * feparate the 19. 

ele&ion of grace, by || calling them outof, che world, inco the fellow. * 2 Cor.6. 

thip of the Church, and to unite all fo called, in the proicflion of faith, 16. 

in their ba ptifm, and * breaking of bread, in which they commaunicage. * 9.39. 
Queft.5. Her can gou prove, (bal by the fe weres of ,Goand preach 9. 

the Golpel to every creacure, Go and make dilcipics,amd baptize them, 19,27. 

He that believeth and is bapuzed, fhall be fayed , as to be mterpreted, * 

that mene but thale that believe ave dab? baptized 41. Comp a* 
Anfw. Becaufe the ApoRlés and Chuich of Chrift did slows red wigh 

them, as by cheis dosuns and practice doch appears 


{ 


| 

‘ 
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' 
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By 


2. ~39- good con{cience God 3nd man; ‘and declared that * 
4. taithfulnels hinders bapufm : 


hers that pone bys a5 and 


warily, zed vilible profefiors 


retore by their doétrine it doth ees 


of 


A&.8.t2. 
A@.10 and Lord Jefit,they were baptizcd,both men and women:and when 
2,44948. houthelds were baptized , the deripuire doch declare chat they all 
t feared God.recered the T holy Ghot,* gaye chemifclyes to the mini- a 


*1Cor.1.16 ftery of the Word of God,i Heard the word of God, tcjoyeed in Ged, 
with chap. and T believed. 
16.15. 8. Uf this be fo,then neither children ner ought be baptized. 
ttt w. It’s truc indeed: for as in Circumcifion,when the male was one- 
33, 4 ly named, the female was excluded ; fo when Chrift onely erdained chat 
fe chat hearand believe thould be beptized and chil- 
eft, 9. that this of baptifin bath no, 
Though dhe of hach been always otefled, yer 
not been generally received, for thefe reafons. 4 ufethere 
by thet fmoak which wastocontinuctill —_ 
tev. 15.8. fou ogure the free courfe of the Gofpel.2,.The 
*Rev.t3.4. taylof the béaft is to firike the * third part of the ftats, even kear- 
dhe {parkles of their own 3. Becaufé'thar 
though Antichrift, before chefe times, hath been oppoling 
1 the perfon and merits of Chrift, yer the Ordinances are but 


be 3 in difcovery whercof, the begins to be 
to the purity pt the primisive time ot 
 m@ealeas as Infant-baprifm 


be preched cs all the world y Parithy 

35.6 capable chilitren, arid unbetiey Gra have an car 
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mir unto the governmemt of Chrift auder the Go 


che good yet asthe ge of her members, tore- 41. 

‘ceive them into communion; {fo bach the C 

alfo out of her communion. Cw.6. 


upon the profeffion of faith obedience , to bef covered or Mat. 3.15, 

buried in water, T calling upon the Name of the Lord.being 

the Name of the Father, Son, and holy Ghoft : which being 

Chriftians which are baptized, are (as brechren) to be received by the comp.with 

* Church, by the ff right hand of fellowfhip. - 

Queft. r4. Bas wot fprinkhing of water uffice in baptifin ? 
Anfw, No’: there can be no bapeifen ity 

for in {pri » theright ufe of water is as wuch perverted , as when 

t Senl of the fheep; tho he incended them for Gods fer- t Sem. 

Mae des, in the “burying of the whole body in water, the'my- 15.15. 


being buried wich Chirift unto his and cheralfing our of” Rom. 6.4 


conformable co the refurre@ion of Chrift, is notoncly — 


revealed, but in the baptized, humbling of chemfélvés, proftrated abra- 
ham like before Godin thé lowch elemene’ there ls’ fubmifliontothe 
of the profeffion of Chrift in the'Golpel which 


acknow 
net be done or demonftrated in {prinkling which neither fenfe, reafon, 


Scripture, nor any Author,profane or divine,can judge to be baptifm, 
Queft.r5. it net then a fin to baptixe Infants 
.jThat we may judge ho man ‘but by vifible appea 


rance , it’s 


rith, or other merts Patithes without exception che; light of 
their own pretended confequetites. 
Queft.16. gat may nat God atcept ofthe meaning intention of 
man, the rule ov command be not alrogether obferve 
Inthe fj ey ee an Infant, there is mothing all, either 
ughs difiple be'ba tized orof the ule of 
Lad or imagine what we pleat 
Ordinance is fo totally perverced 
how the Lord ¢an be faid to 


Qaeft. 17, whetber ie'the the 
Anfw, “Ne is man to judge , chet tay edieth is 


faved or démned : t fecter-things belong unto Gods and if m Gods t neat, 
be peat, wane of hinder 


adie 


yenenr thereof airer the dectee of Gads Predeftination. 


J 


Queft. 19. Bi: may Magnus ,come tobe * Mat 18.- 
ch pores exclude them 


TheCohriftian thar i to be "Chit, Lak. 3.31. 


by prized in || Kom. 6.4. 


Ag 


rigikling or part dipping 


wichout chat they winch baptize the children of all che Pa- 


* 


perverted, chat after intormsation, Ido not Know 
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6,7. hath been proved ) an i command and example tothe ~ 


* Rom.9.20 trary, Conlequences cannot be admitted,of, left we fhould * reafon a- 


inft God, and refift his commandment. 
Queft, 19. wherein de we or realen againft the command of Chrif iz 
Infani-(prinkling? 

Aajw, \n baptizing of an Intant,when we are commanded ro baptize 


~ a caught difciple, 1. We bring the wifdom of Chriit in queftion, as 


though he fhould forget to except againft a childe by name , having in 
the caughe difciple alceadpexcepred againft both the ignoramt and in- 


fants; as in wildom God, in oncly commanding the male to be circum- 


no Con 


* Mat.2%. 
19. Mark 


16.15, 
Mat.3. 15. 


* Job.17. 


cifed, ae female, though not otherwife excepted againft, was exprefly 
excluded. 

Again, when Chrift faith, Baptize a raughe difciple ; for us by confe- 
quence to interpret this command to belong to fucking children, is to 
make Chrift guilty of an implicite contradiétien, or to deny, con- 
found, gainiay, or contute him({elf, as to fay, A wife fool: Therefore 

whereby we would upheld Infant-{prinkling , ought, 
in contradiction to Chrifts command, be at all pretended; but as Chri- 
ftians, in this Ordimance of baptilm, we muft have the faith of  4bra- 
bam , or believe according to the example of Abrabam , to fubmit to 
Chrifts exprefs * command, as hath been declared, without any reafon- 
ing to the contrary. Aas 

Queft, 20, Why de men then ufually, for the part, againft, the 
baptizing of believers onely, fecime it according te the expre@ command and 
example of Chriff and bis Apoles? | 

Anfw. Becaufe the cle&ion of grace ( before, through powerful in- 
formation, they have the means of {eeing) oppefe the Truth of which 
they are ignorant, 2. The world,which is the multitude of unbelievers, 
neither will nor can acknowledge to receive any * truth which doth fan- 
fifie, but as it is commanded by Law, or acknowledged by cuftom. 
3. The baptifm of believers oncly, is fucha ftri@ way or profeffion of 


godlinefs, that the generality do rage againft it , fo thac che Papifts and 


moft licentious cannot endure to profefs ix. 4 
Quek. a1. Bat may not the Magiivate flint ox limit the publike Preachers 
to ebjerve an tniformily, and this dettrine of Bapti{m, as being a- 
the treditjen and prefcnt pratiice of the Church.ef England ? 
_Anjw. Ail formerly-received Do&rinal Truths and Traditions of the 


Churches, ought nor as a Foundation ( which is Chrift in his Word) be 
(fo peremptorilyand foreibly enjoyned, as that the authority and truth 
“* thereof may not be gueftioned , or, upon a trac and full difcovery 


thereof, be altered or reformed ; {ceing, to limit and force publike Uni- 


__ formity, fo thar none may buy or fell without that mark, was and is the 
defigne of Antichrift, whereby he tyrannized over the Saints,and their 


*3 The/.3. 
14. 2 Cor, 
10,14. 


meft glorious lights were put uader a buthel -Thereforeall private 
and publike Preachers, os, are to be ™ limited onely to the Word of 
God, and And therefore, if the Lord thal! be pleated to 


reveal 


4 
? 
4 
4 


& 


reveal himfelf coany and more to pull off the veil 
from off the Werd, and co blefs his endeavours in calling the: Bic@ion 
of grace out of Babylon; this work of grace, as itfhall appear in) any 
Parith, is to be owned aad encouraged : provided ,,thar the Word be 
not fo wrefted, or pretended to be interpreted, as may deny the Panda- 
mental Truth, which Chrift after his refurre&ion did immediately com- 
mand to be preached to all Nations, that isto fay,toteach and baptize 
them, in the Name of the Father,Son, and holy Ghoft , and to oblerve 


all things whatfoever he hath commanded , with belief of his” prefence * y4i.24, 
ro this way, and faithfulnefs to make good all other his promifes, the in- 19,30, 


_» heritance and priviledges of all faithful Chriftians, 

Queft, 22, But may it Ramd with the bononr of the Magiftvate, to Counte- 
nance the profelfers ef this dottrine ? | 

Anfw. Inthat, for divers yeers , we have experienced, that the Lord 
is * fulfilling of his prophecie, to fend Magiftrates to take away thedrofs , 
aad tin, and to reftore the * dominion ot che Saints, in the enjoyitient 


of their Laws and Languages, which were taken from them by the fourth “DaM,7. 25 


Beaft, or laft Monarchy: and that they are the Lamb’s fouldiers that 
fhall pour out the fevencth Vial ; that as former Monarchs brought in 
{moak or darknefs into the Temple; fo Gofpel-Magiftrates, by their ap- 
yates of publike thining lights, fhall be glorious inftruments to re+ 

re again the light into the Temple,or publike Mecting-place fer Gods 
Worfhip. And in thatthe Magiftrates have alfosaccording to their du- 


ty, fo tar oppofed vifibly appearing * unfound do@rine,haying put their * 1 Tim: 
hand.to Gods Plough, in cutting down the Epifcopal tree, and in abo- 1.9, | 


lithing the Service-book; it muft nceds be then their honour, crown, 
and glory, fo to finith the good work begun, fo char Parochial {prink- 
une the root of the Epifcopal cree , having its life and moifture im the 
old Service- book, which is abolifhed , may not in this great light of the | 
Gofpel be re planted, or fo fuffered to take root again, fo as to thoot out — 
more wilde olive-branches, or fohs of oppofition, under which the moft 
ignorant and Popith Parry are till nourifhed ; or fo to favour it, asnot — 


to fuffer the Gofpel-Ordinance to grow befide it. 


Queft.23. But it confi Sting with the peace of this Nation many oppe- 
and being difaffe Sted tethis dettrine ) for the Maciftrate to tolerate st im 

Anfw. Asno Ordinances ( the fruits of faith) ate to be forced; fo 
there is little appearance of God in them, or they are not at all confi- 
derable, that being not forced to this doftrine, become the troubled 
fea, to be offended with fuch Saints that receive this Gofpel-Truth that 
it preached unto them,and that tht peace by any fuch thall be difturbed 
or broken ; theLord,which hath fo promifed his prefence,8hath fo blei- 
fed thefe and other Saints in procuring the peace of this Nation , thac 
the Saints of Gathered Churches are ready to facrifice their lives to 
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maintain the peace of the Nat 


Aad therefore the Magiftrate may , in the promifed 


chis Way really fabmitred unto , chebleffi 
» and the eftablithing of the Peace and Ri 


of God un- 
incfs of 


the Nation. 
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A Declaration to the Eledion of Grace, 
who, for want of information , are either igno- 


rant of, or enemies unto the Golpel-Ordinance of 
‘Baptizing of BEL EVERS onely. 


Dearly beloved in the Lord, 
DRO Hen the falling away frem the faith (which was 
fe foretold by the *Apoftle) was fulfilled che man of 
fin.as it is faid,or popifh Antichrift, did aot onel 
fit in the temple of God oppofing himfelf above al 
wegen chat is called God,or is worfhipped ; but as fore- 
told, he brought che tmoak of ignorance && {trong 
delufions into the Temple : and though be pretends infallibility, 
yct Satanlike,thac abode not in the truth,he cannot receiv the love 
of the truth. And therfore the Mafter-peice,or great defign of the 
man of fin, was. and yet is to endeavor by lying wonders && all de- 
ctivablene(s,co corrupt all the Ordinances or commands of Chrift 
and his Apoftles. And therefore chough Antichrift had a great 
defigne fafting which he hath perverced and in 


*aTbe/. 3. 


The Pope 


Axnti- 


chriftt did 


fet daies, and ordering a whice meal, or tocat. and drink corrupt af 


when they faft; as 
in the Popifh ule 
Saints and Angels Ginging with an unknown voice ; as he hatha 
made the Lordseday of noeffect by {perting and playing, and the 
obferyation of holy daies : and though he hath blafj the 
do&rine, and deprived the che cup of the Lord, in the 
Ordinance of the Lords Supper, and hath totally che 
gathering and government of the Churches of Chrift, as faras his 


po power extendech ; yet in altthefe he hach no fuch ma- 
ici 


ous defigne , as in che perverting of the Gofpel-Ordinance of 
ptizing of believers onely. And yet behold the power of God, 
how by weak ‘and contemptible means the Son of God jis mani- 
fef@, chat hé might deftroy the works of che Devil, iachat, chough, 
fprinkling  paft che mufter of s notable oucward reforma- 


yer by hin is alfo corrupted and perverted, the Ordi 


| >» Om 
ungodly forms, piétures, aod invocation 


3a 
\ 
| 
5} 
| 
é 
Sy ii 
Ae 
3 
cs 
mis 
| 
- 
4 
j 
ok 
d 


— 

tion, and was almoft endenized into the profeffion of fome Saints, 
and that great Champions threw down theGanxlet of Arguments, 
to fighe'with the Weapons of confequences & traditions to defend 
the fame.yet behold ,the Lord makes che flock,ot cominon people, 
to fee the trath, when almolt all publick teachers were overvailed, 
and could not burf thorow the cloud of delufion: until at laf the 
Lord faw his time to trouble & thereby make the dilcovery of his 
light uato the publick Miniltry by caliing fome of them to trim up 
cheir lamps, that they may fhinc in the difcovery of the mind of 
Chrift in baptizing of beleivers onely. Do noe then queltion, 
why nor. before now you are called co witnels your profeflion: 
the Kiagdom of Heaven is not got by obfervation. Whatare we, 
that we fhould with{tand God, or hate tobe reformed ? Arife, 
why fleep ye ? the light fhineth , the Bridegroom calleth : fearch | 
the Scriptures, and try whether it be of God or no. Do not over- 
look Chrift in the Manger: the Star fhiaes, ler us with the wile 
men wotfhip and prefent our (elves unto him , unto whom it doth 
direttus, Whatis the EgypteReed of humane Tradition, or ob- 
ftinate refolution, that you fhould rely upon ? or do you fear to 
be put out of the Synagegue ? Is not the Rigteous as bold as a Li- 
on ? Great indeed is Diana of the Epbeflans; great is the power 
of the Prince of darknefs : but greater is the truth of God, and 
his light, which is able to the darknels beth of Pope and 
people. Did not the truth alwaies when it was revealed, and 
think you it fhall not now as well as ever (if God intend mercy to 
England, &c.) matyailoufly prevail? Did not the Do&trine of 
Baptifm caufe the Pharifees and people , yea the whole election . 
of grace, to follow Jobs into the Wildernefs ? And did not thefe 
thac were bewitched with Simons Sorceries , when they beleived 
Philip concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Lord Jefus, 
become baptized, both men and women ? Shall not chen, if Chrift 
be fully preached indeed,eyerturn,overtura your parochiall,legal, 
worldlyunion,and gather the election of grace out of every parifh, 
to be members of the ehurch of Chrift your Saviour? You kaow, 
Or may Come to experience the truth thereof, thac his people fhall 
be willing in the day of his power : his flacep fhall hear his voice; 
but thar ftrange voice.of baptizing Infants,mever fpoken of in the 
Scripture, {hall they ao: hear. Come, let us reafon the 
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Pedobaptifm be a plant thar Father hath planted, 
that fpreads forth its luxurious branches, and makes a fhadow 
for the world to reft themfelyes under , in the Cradle of fecurity ? Baptized 
Clofe not your eyes, nor faut your ears againft the revelation of on sips 
truth, chough common fame would afright you, as {ome did the 
Iftaclices to obftruét their marching into Camaam, telling them, 
chat there were great Zamzummnaims there : and therefore if yon 
will believe them, they will cell you what monftrous people the A- 
fabaptilts are : if you look that way, you fall lole your lyes in 
the mid& of darknefs and delufions; they will draw you awa 
from all Scriptures and Ordinances : but try before you craft 
and {earch into their proteflion,and you fhall fee che contrary, chac 
there was ever any way of God, but it was ever evil! [poken of. 
Did they not fay of Jobs the baptift, that he had a Devil ? Did The way of 
not the world caft {pots of reproaches in our Mafters face, who ten a 
was without finae, or any {pet or wrinkle ? If they do thefe things of per 
tothe green Tree, what will they dote the dry? Were nor the old 
profeffors, fhortly after the times of the Apoftles, in that they 
called one another Brether and Sifter, accufed of inceft and forni. 
catioa?and when they were forced to forfake the world and went 
intocaves,did not the Trombled Sea,the Sons of Belial,calt mire - 
and dirt into their faces faying, That they laid lurking cheret@ rob 
and {poil thofe that paffed by? fo that [afin Martyr was forced Jut. Mar, 
to make an Apology for their juftificatien. And thus Luther 47. 
and Martin Bucer, &c. were flandered with chem by re- 
proaches: and yet they werene more troubled , then Lather px Gui- 
was with the Popes Bull, of which he id, O Balla vere Buila- bert Ge- 
rum filia! Be aot thea dilcouraged » you kaow this is an evi- nebrard. 
dence of their condemnation, but of your falyation. Its enough to 
give an account of faith , and chat in the name of God, ro affure 
you, that there is nothing tobe owned but Chrift and his Com- 
mandments; whereby he is our Saviour,and hath made himfelf an 
example for us to imitate him in all things, (Miracles excepied.) 
But alas. all the pretences and confequenees that the moft learned 
can produce.cannot make the delufion of {prinkling children to be 
baptiim: God that never lyed, did never require an action to be 4 
done againft fence and reafon; mor can reprefeatations or intenti- 
ons alter an exprefs command to coatrarye Were it 
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think you if any of you bid taste your fervant give @ cap of wa- 
ter Coa thrifty foul,were itenough tor chat fervanc to put his hand 
into the cup , and {prinkle the man in the face with two or three 
drops of water? were this to obey Fis MaRers command ? I crow 

not:aad yet no more is done in {prinkling of children, ia anfwerin 
the Comand of Chriltin Bapulm. And though this might be re- 
formed, and that you mighic tay with che Eunuch, Lo here is wa- 
ter, what leccech that che Child not be baptized ? Te this, 
the fame anfwer mutt be recurned ; thac made to the Eu- 
much. it the Child can beleive wich allies heart, it may : but lee 
the Child alone , though it may be pretended co be the Child-of a 
believer, We know, or may krow, that believers them- 
Rebaptiza- felvesywhich were really and fully baptized, becaule they were at 
tien, A&s that time ignorant of the holy Ghoft were upoa that account (all 
19-15%5354 che fundamentals being not revealed. without which 6apciim can- 
Inthe be warrantable) rebaptized : when we were {prinkled, great 

vance of the , in compariton of che light of Golpel-reformation that 
fundamen- BOW (hineth, was chen as a cloud over-veiling the Word. 
tal or What hole can cavill find co feek evafion,unlefs we fay we are not 
the beliewers ? Is it not then the duty of Difciples co imitate their Lord 
jeuke * and Mafter, who in fubmitting to this glorious Golpel-Ordi- 
“nance made himfelf our example, in which he was faid co fulfill all 
righteoufne!s ? This is che way co humble a foul al fatistaction 
of the profeffion of Faith , and che ceftimony of a good contci- 
ence - to this the prefence of Chrift, our peace light, and lite, 
protegtion is promifed. That you intend no evi'l, is eafily to 
be believed ¢ But as Feudal the blefied Martyr faid, Phacchough 
om men, Peter of a good minde or intention would perfwade Chrift not to 
fel. 25. have luffered ye Cinrift for all that called him Sataa, ts one thing 
to have a good intention, and anether to do of knowledge. God 
(faith he) hath made a teffament between him and us, whereia is 
contained both what he would bave us to do and what he would 
have us to ask of hime: fee thereforethou do nothing to pleafe God 
withall, but what he coma@andeth, And that they might be 
and Godly men , and Martyrs, that were never more then {prink- 
| Tea Mar- led, it may be granted ; but then it was the cime thar che {moak 
 fyrsim Eng. was in the Temple. gat have fuftered fer che profeffion of che 


baptizing of believers only, but never amy Martyrs have 
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in the defence of Infant pretended baptifm. If we would look on 
humane example, It net for us to fay a6 thole obRinate anbelicvers 
that the Maryr Stephen reproved,who faid, As our Fathers did, 
@ will we da. Cao there be any more precious in our eyes chen co 
be led by the example of Chrift and his Apoftles ? If you be not of 
the eleétion of grace, if you would .you ought not to be baptized. 
And it God have elected us , and we live under the means, our 
hearts and judgements fhall be changed , we fhall be the people 
that fhall be made willing in the day of Chrifts power, whe:her 
you will or no Ceafé thea,poor fouls, be humble and patient, and 
wait till you fee chat God will de with you : {hoot nor your bolt 
to wound your Saviour, through the fides of his defpited Mem- 
bers: Be ye the Difciples of Doétor Gamealiel , untill Chrift 
make you his. Ic was the Pharilees and Lawyers that reje&ed the 
countell of God againft themlelyes , and would not be baptized, 
Lak, 7.3% but the election of grace mult needs fubmit. As 
they are under the means of information, they have a promi(e to 

be efteétually called: chey cannot clole their eyes , as the means = the 
of teeing is revealed unto them:zand if they have light already.and oes f st 

yet fee notin fomething chat is newly difcovered, chen they are hike (hall 
aman ina dark Dungeon, that feeth as foon as the wiadow or in- be under 
terprecation of the Scripture is opened untothem. But no light,no “4 peat 
means ¢an make a blind man {ee,whom God will nor eall,though 
the heavenly Lamp were neyer fo re/plendent:And though amatu- © 
rall man fhine as a Star inthe Church , yec fhall the caile of the 

Beaft caft him down from the new Heaven or the Church, ia. 

his proper plage or earthly Element : he cannot finifh his courte, 

he cannor(like his tempter abide in the truth;he cannot receive the 

love of the cruth that he might be faved. But on the contrary,all ren a 
the ele&tion of grace, they cannot (though with they have, 
commiffion co perfecute the Saints, nay though they re- | 
nounced the truth as divers Martyrs did) reff, till at length they 
return to their firft love, and to the profeflion of the Goipel from map Reid 
whence they are fallen.Let us then content our felves(if our Matter yer, 

be pleafed to call but a few to ferve him)if we be in che oumber of 

that few that arecalled, Let the election then wait on the means, 

and fee what Ged will difpofe of them , and not*trouble 
themfelves like Zebedee’s Mother,to defire that for her Children, 

that cannot be granted her, To 


* 
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To conelude therefore, either to @op the mouths of oppofers, 


orto oper the heart, (as the Lord is pleafed) ifat this time you 


will hear his voice, that hath commanded to baptize believers ; if 
reafon may be heard,or trne information may not be defpifed, you 
may fecin the confeffion or praétices of contrary judgements, as 
much as may raze dowe the foundation of Infant pretended bap- 
tifa , in chacit is acknowledged, chat there is no expre(s tearms 
in the Scripture for Pedobaptifm , and chat by experience it may 
be fufliciently evidenced in our hearts and coniciences , as is made 
vifible , that fuch inevitable evils follow Infants fprinkling , as 
that it brings all che World into the Church , which fhould be 
called out of the World. and is the onely obftacle or caule of the 
divifion of. all gathered Churches, they differing nothing , bur in 
Infant fprinkling , in which the Church of Rome, or rather the 
World forced into order, is in prefent pra&tife ; and from which, 
all che Churches of Chrilt ought to be totally teparated,or eftedtu- 
ally called out of Baby/on.: che very coniequences by which In- 
fants-{priakling, a meer delufion and prevarication to the com- 
mand of Chrilt , as mens inventions, being altogether groundlefs 
and unwatrantable, and though proved,are of no force or validi- 
ty, to contradict the exprefs command or example of Chrift and 
his A poftles co the coatrary. 

Let then all real, zealous, fincere, converted Chriftians hear 
Chrifts voice , who hach commanded to teach and baptize all 


Nationsgand let chem, with all their old fellow-fervants, defire to 


imitate Chrift their Mafter , who was baptized to make himfelf 
an example to fulfill all righteoufnefs. And let us not think that 
his arnais fhortened, that he cannot help ; or that he is not faith- 
full, who in this Gofpel-Ordinaace hath promifed his prefence, in 
which all the Saiats have found, and ever unto the end of the 
World fthall moft furely find their onely protection, comfort, 


peace, and glory. 
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eM ercarius Politicus. 


Comprifing the fum 
ligence, with the Affairs and Defigne 
now on foct in the three Nasiens 

| 
EneLanp, InttanD, & ScoTLana 


In defence of the Commonwealth, 
and for Information of the People. 


wertere Soria Poet, 
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From T Tharf{day Oober 37,165 3. 


From Scotland, Ofeber 18. 

»He Commander in chief marched 
from Dalkeith to Linlithgew, where 
two e#ompanies of Lieur. General 
Moncks Regiments, and 3 Troops 
of Horfe lay that night: we had 


intelligence that Kenmore went 


from the head of Leagh long, the 7:hi - 
ftant with all his men, to meet Col: Macnang/tos, 
who came over the Lough with him about fix 
dayes fince, witha party of Foot; his men run 
away from him daily, fo that what he increafeth 
e@neday he Jofeth another. He marches witha 
Rundlet of Strong waters before him, which 


they call Kewmercs Dram  Ychterday we had 
| intelli- 
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